
INDIAN FOUR SIDED IVORY GAMING DICE WITH PITCH FILLED CIRCLES
AN INDIAN FOUR SIDED IVORY GAMING DICE WITH PITCH FILLED CIRCLES, NUMBERING FROM ONE TO SIX, EACH END

ALSO CARVED WITH A CIRCLE
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 9.5CM LONG, 2CM SQ. – 3¾ INS LONG, ¾ INS SQ.

 
LITERATURE

ARGUMENTS STILL PERSIST AMONGST SCHOLARS, COLLECTORS AND PLAYERS AS TO WHETHER CHESS MIGHT HAVE
BEEN A FOUR HANDED RATHER THAN A TWO HANDED GAME AT THE OUTSET, AND VARIOUS SURVIVALS OF THE FOUR

HANDED VERSION WHICH RELIED ON DICE HAVE BEEN DOCUMENTED IN INDIA. MANY INDIAN BOARD GAMES, BOTH
SOPHISTICATED AND ELEMENTARY, ARE RACE GAMES, WHICH DEPEND ON DICE. TRADITIONALLY THE MORE SIMPLE

GAMES WERE PLAYED ON IMPROVISED BOARDS SCRATCHED INTO THE GROUND.
THE BEST KNOWN INDIAN BOARD GAME WHICH USES DICE IS THE RACE GAME KNOWN AS ‘CHAUPUR’ OR ‘PACHISI’

PLAYED ON A CRUCIFORM BOARD USUALLY OF EMBROIDERED CLOTH, WHERE EACH ARM OF THE GAME HAS THREE
ROWS OF EIGHT PLAYING SQUARES. FOUR PLAYERS COMPETE EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR IN PAIRS TO RACE THEIR FOUR

COLOURED PIECES ROUND THE BOARD AND UP THE STARTING ARM TO THE MIDDLE. AT THE END OF THE 19TH
CENTURY, THIS GAME WAS EXPORTED TO BRITAIN WHERE IT WAS SIMPLIFIED INTO THE POPULAR PARLOUR GAME OF

LUDO.

 


