
VICTORIAN NEW ZEALAND GOLD-RUSH BAR BROOCH
A VICTORIAN NEW ZEALAND GOLD-RUSH BAR BROOCH 

MOUNTED WITH FIVE GOLD NUGGETS AND A GREENSTONE NEPHRITE HEART SUSPENDED ON A CHAIN
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5CM WIDE – 2 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

NEW ZEALAND IS RICH IN GOLD AND IT IS FOUND ALMOST EVERYWHERE FROM THE NORTH CAPE IN THE NORTH ISLAND
TO STEWART ISLAND AT THE EXTREMITY OF SOUTH ISLAND. LITTLE WAS KNOWN ABOUT ITS OCCURRENCE UNTIL 1852

WHEN REPORTS WERE CIRCULATED OF THE GOLD MINES BEING OPENED UP IN VICTORIA IN AUSTRALIA AND A REWARD
COMMITTEE IN AUCKLAND OFFERED A BONUS OF £500 TO THE FIRST DISCOVERER OF A PAYABLE GOLDFIELD IN NEW

ZEALAND. A FIND WAS MADE IN THE COROMANDEL DISTRICT ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, BUT IT WAS OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE.
HOWEVER IN 1861 A RICH ALLUVIAL GOLD DEPOSIT WAS DISCOVERED AT TUAPEKA NEAR OTAGO IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

BY A PROSPECTOR WITH EXPERIENCE OF THE CALIFORNIAN AND AUSTRALIAN GOLDFIELDS. THE LATTER HAD
ATTRACTED LARGE NUMBERS OF CALIFORNIAN MINERS AND AS THE VICTORIAN DIGGINGS NOW BEGAN TO SHOW SIGNS

OF EXHAUSTION, THOUSANDS OF MEN JOINED IN THE GREAT RUSH TO THE NEW STRIKE.
THE DISCOVERIES OF GOLD ON THE CLUTHA RIVER IN 1862 PROVED SO EXTENSIVE THAT A LARGE SETTLEMENT SPRANG
UP EXTENDING FOR NEARLY 70 MILES ALONG THE RIVER BANKS. THE TOTAL WORTH OF GOLD EXPORTED FROM OTAGO

DURING 1862 AMOUNTED TO £1,590,000, A HUGE AMOUNT FOR THE TIME. BY 1912 GOLD TO THE VALUE OF AN
ASTONISHING £95 MILLION HAD BEEN PRODUCED IN NEW ZEALAND AND GOLD CONTINUED TO BE MINED FROM THE

WEST COAST AND OTAGO FIELDS UNTIL AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR.

 


