Finch & C°

CARVED COQUILLA NUT POCKET SNUFF BOX

AN UNUSUAL AND FINELY CARVED COQUILLANUT POCKET SNUFF BOX
IN THE FORMOF ASEATED WILD BOAR, HIS LEGS AND TROTTERS TUCKED UNDERNEATH HIM, HIS SNOUT WITH TUSKS
AND HIS EYES INLAID WITH HORN AND MOTHER OF PEARL. AHINGED LID ON HIS BACK OPENING TO REVEAL AN INNER
CAVITY FOR THE SNUFF
PROBABLY FRENCH SAILORS WORK
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 7.5CMLONG, 3.5CMWIDE, 3CMHIGH — 3 INS LONG, 172INS WIDE, 1 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

COQUILLAS ARE THE NUTS OF THE ‘ATTALEAFUNIFERA, APALMTREE WHICH IS CALLED ‘PIASSABA IN BRAZIL AND
WHICH ALSO PROVIDES ATOUGH FIBRE USED IN THE MAKING OF BROOMS. IT GROWS IN SWAVPY GROUND OR PARTIALLY
FLOODED LAND EXTENSIVELY DOWN THE EASTERN SIDE OF SOUTH AVERICA COQUILLANUTS WERE FIRST SEEN IN
EUROPE IN THE MID 16 TH CENTURY AND WERE USED TO MAKE SMALL CARVED OR TURNED OBJECTS AND BOXES UNTIL
THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY. THE OILY NATURE OF THE NUT MAKES IT IDEAL FOR KEEPING THE SNUFF MOIST AND IN
GOOD CONDITION.



