
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW MARINE IVORY GAMBLING DICE
A SAILORS SCRIMSHAW MARINE IVORY GAMBLING DICE CARVED FROM A SPERM WHALE TOOTH 

WITH DESIGNS FOR A HEART, CROWN, CLUB, SPADES, ANCHOR AND DIAMOND, INLAID WITH PITCH AND RED WAX
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 2.5CM SQ – 1 INS SQ 
SEE CATALOGUE NO.15, ITEM NO.62, FOR OTHER DICE

 
LITERATURE

THE LIFE OF A SHIP WAS EXTRAORDINARY, ESPECIALLY TO ANYONE COMING ACROSS IT FOR THE FIRST TIME. SAILORS
WHETHER NAVAL OR MERCHANT WERE OF ‘THE WOODEN WORLD’, A PECULIAR SOCIETY WITH ITS OWN MANNERS,

DRESS AND LANGUAGE ALL EQUALLY UNEXPECTED TO AN OUTSIDER. ‘NOR COULD I THINK WHAT WORLD I WAS IN’ ONE
BOY REMEMBERED OF HIS FIRST GOING TO SEA, ‘WHETHER AMONG SPIRITS OR DEVILS. ALL SEEMED STRANGE;

DIFFERENT LANGUAGE AND STRANGE EXPRESSIONS OF TONGUE, THAT I THOUGHT MYSELF ASLEEP OR IN A DREAM AND
NEVER PROPERLY AWAKE’. (RAMBLIN’ JACK. BELLAMY)

THE CROWN AND ANCHOR GAME FOR WHICH THIS DICE CAN BE USED, ORIGINATED IN THE 18TH CENTURY AND IS STILL
POPULAR IN BERMUDA AND THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. IT IS STRICTLY CONTROLLED AND MAY BE PLAYED LEGALLY ONLY

ON CERTAIN OCCASIONS SUCH AS BERMUDA’S ANNUAL CUP MATCH CRICKET GAME.

 


