
ROMAN TURNED ‘PORFIDO VERDE RISATO’ STONE AND GILT METAL SNUFF BOX
A RARE ROMAN TURNED ‘PORFIDO VERDE RISATO’ STONE AND GILT METAL SNUFF BOX

CIRCA 1780 – 1800 
SIZE: 2CM HIGH, 7CM DIA. - ¾ INS HIGH, 2¾ INS DIA. 

CF: ‘DECORATIVE STONE’ M PRICE; 2007, THAMES AND HUDSON, PG. 207

 
LITERATURE

CONTAINING SMALL BLACK SPARKLING PHENOCRYSTS ‘PORFIDO VERDE RISATO’ IS AN IGNEOUS ROCK AND A GREEN
PORPHYRY. IT IS ONE OF 8 SIMILAR TYPES OF THE FAMOUS GREEK GREEN ‘STRAW’ PORPHYRY ‘PORFIDO VERDE ANTICO’
THAT CAME FROM AROUND LACONIA IN GREECE. IT WAS ONLY EVER FOUND IN SMALL PIECES AND WAS DUG FROM THE
GROUND AS LOOSE BOULDERS OF NO GREAT SIZE WHOSE GROUND COLOURING RANGED FROM VIOLET TO GREEN OR

NEARLY BLACK. BECAUSE IT IS SO HARD IT WAS IDEAL FOR FLOORING, AND ALL TYPES AND COLOURS OF PORPHYRY
WERE ONCE USED TO MAKE MEDIVAL COSMATI PAVEMENTS.

 


