
FRENCH CARVED IVORY DOUBLE JANUS HEADED CANE HANDLE PORTRAYING JOY AND MELANCHOLY OR INNOCENCE AND THE
DEVIL

A FRENCH CARVED IVORY DOUBLE JANUS HEADED CANE HANDLE PORTRAYING JOY AND MELANCHOLY OR INNOCENCE
AND THE DEVIL

LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE – 1¾ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE 

SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO.11, ITEM NO.104, FOR A RENAISSANCE DOUBLE-HEADED COURT JESTER’S ‘MAROTTE’

 
LITERATURE

THE JESTER OR FOOL IS A REPRESENTATIVE FIGURE OF HUMANITY FOUGHT OVER ALTERNATELY BY GOOD AND EVIL
CHARACTERS AS EXPRESSED IN THE DUALITY OF THIS CARVING. FOOLS AND JESTERS WERE A COMMON FEATURE AT
MOST PRINCELY AND ROYAL COURTS FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. THE NORMAN KINGS AND LORDS HAD FOOLS WHO
WERE EXPECTED TO ADVISE THEM ON IMPORTANT DECISIONS, AND WHO WERE ALSO EXPECTED TO DEFEND THEIR
MASTERS ON THE BATTLEFIELD. CHARLES I HAD A FAMOUS COURT JESTER CALLED MUKLE JOHN, AS DID ANNE OF

DENMARK WHOSE FOOL WAS CALLED TOM DERRY.

 


