
PAIR OF SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY LION HEADED HANDLES MOUNTED ON AN ENGLISH STEEL CARVING KNIFE AND FORK
A FINE PAIR OF SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY LION HEADED HANDLES MOUNTED ON AN ENGLISH STEEL CARVING KNIFE

AND FORK
THE OPEN MOUTHS OF THE LIONS REVEALING THEIR TEETH AND ASSUMING A SENSE OF FEROCITY

PROBABLY ORIGINALLY DAGGER HANDLES
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 40CM LONG (MAX) – 15¾ INS LONG (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

SRI LANKA AND ITS SURROUNDING SEA WERE FOR ALL THE FOREIGNERS WHO VISITED OR AIMED TO DOMINATE THE
ISLAND A TREASURE TROVE, A ‘GIFT FROM A DIVINE HAND’ AS THE PORTUGUESE PINTO DE AZEVEDO SAID TO HIS KING

JOAO IV IN 1646. THE ISLAND’S NATURAL RESOURCES INCLUDED PRECIOUS STONES, ROCK CRYSTAL, IVORY AND
AMBERGRIS, ALL RAW MATERIALS THAT HAVE FORMED THE BASIS FOR SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING PRECIOUS

OBJECTS KNOWN IN THE WEST.

 


