
AFRICAN TANZANIA NYAMWEZI CARVED WOOD STAFF DEPICTING A COLONIAL ARMY RECRUIT
AN EAST AFRICAN TANZANIA NYAMWEZI CARVED WOOD STAFF DEPICTING A COLONIAL ARMY RECRUIT

OLD SMOOTH DARK BROWN PATINA
LATE 19TH – EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 97CM LONG – 38¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE NYAMWEZI LIVE IN NORTH CENTRAL TANZANIA AND HAVE ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S RICHEST ART TRADITIONS. IN THE
19TH CENTURY THEY WERE INVOLVED WITH THE SWAHILI-ARAB CARAVAN TRADE AND TRAVELLED BETWEEN THE CONGO

AND THE INDIAN OCEAN TRADING TOWNS, WHERE THEY WERE GIVEN THE NAME OF ‘NYAMWEZI’ MEANING ‘PEOPLE OF
THE WEST’. THEY WERE ESTABLISHED AS FAR A FIELD AS ZANZIBAR, AND THESE LONG DISTANCE TRADE ROUTES

BROUGHT THE POSSIBILITY OF ITINERANT CRAFTSMEN TRAVELLING ALONG WITH THE MERCHANTS. THUS MANY OF THE
WORKS OF ART FROM CENTRAL AND WESTERN TANZANIA ARE OFTEN IDENTIFIED AS NYAMWEZI.

 


