
REGENCY LACQUERED BRONZE TABLE CANDLESTICKS
A FINE PAIR OF REGENCY LACQUERED BRONZE TABLE CANDLESTICKS, EACH CAST WITH FOUR EGYPTIAN PHARONIC

MASK HEADS ON A FLUTED THEBAN COLUMN IN THE MANNER OF THOMAS HOPE
CIRCA 1810-20

SIZE: 22CM HIGH – 8¾ INS HIGH
SEE FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 11, ITEM NO. 105, FOR A PAIR OF IVORY EWERS IN STYLE OF THOMAS HOPE

 
LITERATURE

THOMAS HOPE WAS THE SON OF ONE OF THE WEALTHIEST MERCHANT BANKERS IN 18TH CENTURY EUROPE AND CAME
TO LIVE IN LONDON WITH HIS FAMILY WHO HAD FLED FROM HOLLAND DURING THE FRENCH INVASION OF 1794. AT THE
AGE OF 18 HE EMBARKED ON A TEN YEAR GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE AND ASSEMBLED A REMARKABLE COLLECTION OF

ART AND ANTIQUITIES THAT HE WENT ON TO INSTALL IN HIS LONDON DUCHESS STREET HOUSE. HERE AMONGST
OTHERS HE HAD AN EGYPTIAN ROOM, PAINTED WITH THE CHARACTERISTIC BLUES AND YELLOWS USED IN EGYPTIAN
TEMPLE AND TOMB ARCHITECTURE, WHERE HE HOUSED HIS COLLECTION OF EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITIES. HE IS SAID TO
HAVE LIKED EGYPTIAN ART FOR ITS ‘IMMENSITY’ AND ‘INDESTRUCTIBILITY’, AND HE ECHOED ITS USE OF PERMANENT
MATERIALS SUCH AS MARBLE AND BRONZE, PORPHYRY AND BASALT, GRANITE AND SERPENTINE IN THE OBJECTS HE
HAD PRODUCED. BOTH COMIC AND TRAGIC MASKS ‘TAKEN FROM ANTIQUE ORNAMENTS’ WERE USED AS MODELS FOR

MOUNTS ON SEVERAL OF HOPES BRONZES AND FURNISHINGS. THOMAS HOPE WAS A MAJOR INFLUENCE IN THE ARTS OF
REGENCY ENGLAND AND A CATALYST IN THE INTERPRETATION OF MODERN INTERIOR AND FURNITURE DESIGN.

 


