
SAILOR’S SCRIMSHAW WHALE IVORY BALEEN AND EXOTIC SOUTH AMERICAN SNAKE-WOOD WALKING CANE
A FINE SAILOR’S SCRIMSHAW WHALE IVORY BALEEN AND EXOTIC SOUTH AMERICAN SNAKE-WOOD WALKING CANE

THE HANDLE CARVED FROM A SPERM-WHALE TOOTH IN THE FORM OF AN AMERICAN EAGLE’S HEAD
CIRCA 1860-70

SIZE: 89CM LONG – 35 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE AMERICAN EAGLE WAS A POPULAR MOTIF IN THE 19TH CENTURY STATES ESPECIALLY DURING PERIODS OF HIGH
PATRIOTIC ZEAL. HOWEVER, THIS WALKING CANE MAY NOT HAVE BEEN MEANT TO BE PATRIOTIC, AS FOR SAILORS THE

EAGLE HELD A DIFFERENT SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE. AS EVEN THE OLDEST BIRDS CONTINUALLY RENEW THEIR
FEATHERS, THEY WERE BELIEVED TO BE SYMBOLIC OF ETERNAL LIFE AND ETERNAL LOVE.

 


