Finch & C°

FLEMISH SOUTH NETHERLANDS ENGRAVED IVORY PANEL OF THE ASCENSION OF THE VIRGIN, ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND ST
ROCH

AFLEMSH SOUTH NETHERLANDS ENGRAVED IVORY PANEL OF THE ASCENSION OF THE VIRGIN, ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI
AND ST ROCH, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS DOG KNEELING BESIDE AMEDITERRANEAN SEASCAPE
PROBABLY FROMA CASKET OR SMALL TABLE CABINET MOUNTED IN ACARVED EBONY CUSHION FRAVE
EARLY 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13.5CMHIGH, 8.5CMWIDE — 5%4 INS HIGH, 3%4 INS WIDE
26.5CMHIGH, 21.5CMWIDE — 1072 INS HIGH, 872 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IT WOULD BE HARD TO OVERESTIMATE THE ROLE OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1182-1226), AND OF THE RELIGIOUS ORDER
HE FOUNDED, IN DEVELOPING A SPIRITUALITY WHICH PROMOTED A SYMPATHETIC AND EMOTIONAL BOND WITH THE
SAVIOUR AND ESPECIALLY WITH THE CHRIST CHILD. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD AND MAN WAS THOUGHT OF IN A
NEW WAY AND CHRIST HIMSELF WAS BEING PERCEIVED IN ADIFFERENT LIGHT. NO LONGER WAS HE PRINCIPALLY THE
INFANT RULER; HE WAS AVULNERABLE CHILD WHO REQUIRED THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN BEINGS. THE
FRANCISCAN TEACHINGS OF THE 13TH AND 14TH CENTURIES PLACED GREAT EMPHASIS ON THE HUMAN NATURE OF
CHRIST AND THE PHYSICAL PAIN HE ENDURED DURING THE PASSION. THE CHRIST OF THE FRANCISCANS WAS MORE
APPROACHABLE, MORE SYMPATHETIC AND EASIER TO IDENTIFY WITH.



