
FRENCH SOLID CAST BRONZE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS WEARING THE CROWN OF THORNS
A SMALL FRENCH SOLID CAST BRONZE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS WEARING THE CROWN OF THORNS

TRACES OF ORIGINAL GILDING
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 9.5CM WIDE – 4 INS HIGH, 3¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

WESTERN ART IS UNIQUE IN ITS PREOCCUPATION WITH THE NAKED BODY AND IN PARTICULAR, THE NAKED MALE BODY,
AND DESPITE CHRISTIANITY’S AMBIVALENT VIEW OF THE BODY, THE PAGAN GREEK INVENTION OF THE CLASSICAL ‘IDEAL’

NUDE PROFOUNDLY AFFECTED CHRISTIAN IMAGERY. DIVESTED OF HIS GARMENTS IN ORDER TO EVOKE PITY FOR HIS
ABJECT HUMAN NAKEDNESS, CHRIST HERE IS PORTRAYED AS A BODY HUMILIATED AND VULNERABLE TO PAIN, NAILED TO

THE CROSS.

 


