
FRENCH HOLLOW CAST GILT BRONZE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS ‘CRISTO MORTO’
A FINE SMALL FRENCH HOLLOW CAST GILT BRONZE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS ‘CRISTO MORTO’

16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CM HIGH, 14.5CM WIDE – 7 INS HIGH, 5¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

FROM THE 13TH CENTURY ONWARDS, IMAGES BASED ON THE PASSION OF CHRIST BECAME INCREASINGLY COMMON. ST
FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1182 – 1226) PLACED A SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST AND SINCE THEN THE

MOST DIFFICULT TASK FOR THE ARTIST OR SCULPTOR SEEKING TO REPRESENT CHRIST IS TO KNOW HOW TO DEPICT
CHRIST’S DUAL NATURE: FULLY HUMAN AND FULLY DIVINE. OVER TIME HE CAME TO EMBODY THE DUALITY OF VICTOR
AND VICTIM, SAVIOUR AND SACRIFICE, KING OF KINGS AND ‘DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN’, AND ARTISTS FOUND

DIFFERENT WAYS OF DEPICTING THESE TWO KEY THEMES OF INCARNATION WITHIN A SINGLE IMAGE. ST FRANCIS
TAUGHT THAT THE SYMPATHY OF OUR RESPONSE TO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED MUST BE TEMPERED BY GUILT
AND RESOLUTION FOR THIS PAIN AND GRIEF ARE OUR FAULT. CHRIST’S SUFFERINGS ARE COMMENSURATE WITH OUR
SINS AND OUR LOVE AND FAITH IN HIM MUST LEAD TO OUR SINNING NO MORE. THE IMAGE IS MEANT TO CHANGE OUR

LIVES.

 


