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SCOTTISH GOLD MOUNTED BLOODSTONE AGATE DESK SEAL
AFINE SCOTTISH GOLD MOUNTED BLOODSTONE AGATE DESK SEAL
THE MOUNT DECORATED WITH FINELY CAST GOLD MASK HEADS TO EACH ACANTHUS LEAF SCROLL, THE OCTAGONAL
BLOODSTONE STEMDECORATED WITH GOLD STRAP-WORK. THE TOP WITH AGOLD CROWN ABOVE ENTWINED INITIALS
WITH ‘I BENEATH
FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9.5CMHIGH — 3% INS HIGH

LITERATURE
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SEAL AFFIXED TO ADOCUMENT IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE COULD READ
CANNOT BE OVER-EMPHASISED. THE SILVER MATRIXOF THE COMMON SEAL OF EXETER IS PROBABLY THE EARLIEST TO
SURVIVE IN ENGLAND AND WALES. ON VIEW IN THE DEVON RECORDS OFFICE, IT DATES FROMBETWEEN 1170 AND 1180.
SHRUNKIIN SIZE, THESE BECAME IN TIME THE EARLIEST FORMOF FOB SEAL WORN AS APENDANT FROMA CHAIN OR

LADY'S CHi¢ TELAINE. DOUBLE OR TRIPLE REVERSIBLE EXAMPLES PIVOTING BETWEEN TWO BRACKETS MGHT BE OF
SILVER, GOLD, STEEL OR HARD-STONE. FROM 1738 TO 1791, SILVER AND GOLD EXAMPLES WERE EXEMPTED FROM

HALLMARKING AND FROM 1750 ONWARDS THE DESK OR TABLE SEAL WITH AHANDLE OF IMORY, WORKED METAL OR
HARD-STONE WITH ONE END FASHIONED FOR THE CUTTING OF ACOAT OF ARMS BEGAN TO BE POPULAR. BY 1810 THE
PREFERENCE WAS FOR GOLD MOUNTED HARD-STONE SEALS SUCH AS THIS.



