Finch & C°

ANCIENT HELLENISTIC GREEK TERRACOTTA TORSO SWATHED IN A HIMATION

AN ANCIENT HELLENISTIC GREEK TERRACOTTATORSO SWATHED IN AHIMATION
AFTER AN EARLIER MARBLE PORTRAT SCULPTURE OF SOPHOKLES
3RD - 1ST CENTURYBC
SIZE: 20.5CMHIGH — 8 INS HIGH
24 5CMHIGH — 9%2INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)
OXFORD AUTHENTICATION TL TEST CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE

LITERATURE

CLAY WAS EXTENSIVELY USED BY THE ANCIENT GREEKS FOR SCULPTURAL PURPOSES IN STATUES, STATUETTES AND
SMALL RELIEF'S. FROMTHE 4TH CENTURY ONWARDS THE CHIEF FUNCTION OF THESE SMALL SCULPTURES APPEARS TO
HAVE BEEN VOTIVE AND OFTEN THE DEITY OF ASPECIFIC SANCTUARY WAS REPRESENTED WITH PERSEPHONE,
DIONYSOS AND DEMETER BEING PARTICULARLY POPULAR. ORIGINALLY ALL OF THESE TERRACOTTA'S WERE PAINTED
AND OFTEN IN VERY BRIGHT COLOURS.

HOWEVER, LARGER THAN AVERAGE TERRACOTTAFIGURINES WERE MADE LATER ON OFTEN REPRODUCING FAMOUS
WORKS OF THE PROCEEDING EPOCHS. THESE LARGER STATUETTES WERE NOT MECHANICALLY MADE IN MOULDS, BUT
WERE FREE COPIES AND MAY ORIGINALLY HAVE BEEN GILDED TO APPROXIMATE THE APPEARANCE OF BRONZE.
DURING THE 3RD - 2ND CENTURIES BC THERE WAS AN INCREASED INTEREST IN MODELLING THE TERRACOTTATO
PORTRAY THE TEXTURE OF THE DRAPERY WITH LIGHT CRINKLY LINENS DEPICTED AS WELL AS HEAVY WOOLLEN
MATERIAL. THIS TORSO IS MODELLED TO CONVEY AFEELING OF MOVEMENT THROUGH THE VARIEGATED FOLDS OF THE
DRAPERY, WHICH DO NOT OBSCURE THE UNDERLYING POSE OF THE BODY, BUT ARE IN ACCORD WITH IT.



