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A RARE AND FINE ENGLISH PAINTED CUT AND ROLLED PAPER DIORAMA DEPICTING A NAVAL 74 GUN SHIP OF THE LINE 

SIGNED AND DATED ‘A WALKER INVT ET FECIT 1763’
THE STERN PAINTED WITH ‘G III R’ AND DISPLAYING A FIGURE OF NEPTUNE. THE PORT HOLES OPEN WITH THE CANNON
RUN UP, AN OFFICER HOLDING A TELESCOPE NEARBY TWO AFRICAN BUGLERS. NAVAL RATINGS CLIMBING THE RIGGING

AND UNFURLING SAILS. THE PROW WITH A FIGUREHEAD OF A CROWNED LION
CIRCA 1763

SIZE: 49.5CM HIGH, 59CM WIDE, 7.5CM DEEP – 19½ INS HIGH, 23¼ INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

DIORAMA AND SHIP MODELS MADE BY SEAMEN ON BOARD SHIP ARE OFTEN HIGHLY ACCURATE AS THE SAILOR WAS
MAKING AN ACTUAL COPY OF THE SHIP IN WHICH HE SERVED AND HAD THE CRITICISMS OF HIS MATES TO MAKE SURE HE
GOT THE DETAILS RIGHT. DIORAMA SUCH AS THIS EXTRAORDINARY EXAMPLE WERE OFTEN MADE FROM THE PAPER OF

OLD NAUTICAL CHARTS ALTHOUGH CHARTS WERE OFTEN USED FOR SEVERAL VOYAGES AS THE CAPTAIN WOULD MARK
THE SHIPS COURSE AND COMPARE PAST PERFORMANCE. GREAT SKILL AND PATIENCE WAS REQUIRED AS ONLY THE

MOST RUDIMENTARY TOOLS WERE AVAILABLE ON BOARD, OFTEN JUST A KNIFE GIVEN A RAZOR EDGE ON AN OILSTONE,
AND SANDPAPER. NO SCALE PLANS COULD BE HAD AND SO EVERYTHING WAS MADE BY EYE AND RULE OF THUMB.

DIORAMA COULD NEVER BE COMPLETELY FINISHED AT SEA AND ONCE BACK ON SHORE THE GLASS WOULD BE CUT TO
THE CORRECT SIZE AND A FRAME FOUND AND MADE TO FIT AROUND THE BOX. THE TEST OF A WELL-MADE SEAMAN’S

MODEL IS THE DETAILED WORK IT CONTAINS. THIS DIORAMA IS EXEMPLARY IN ITS WEALTH OF DETAIL, LOOKING AT IT ONE
CAN TRAVEL FROM THE FO’C’S’LE TO THE QUARTERDECK WITHOUT A HINT OF SEASICKNESS, AND ALMOST HEAR THE

WIND SURGING IN THE LATTICE OF SHROUDS, BACKSTAYS, BRAILS, HALYARDS AND SHEETS, THE CREAK OF THE
TIMBERS AND THE SURGE OF THE SEA.

 


