
FRENCH GOLD AND ROSEWOOD DESSERT OR FRUIT KNIFE
A FINE FRENCH GOLD AND ROSEWOOD DESSERT OR FRUIT KNIFE 

WITH ITS ORIGINAL GREEN FISH SKIN CASE WITH HINGED COVER (DISTRESSING TO FISH SKIN) 
CIRCA 1760-80 

SIZE: 19CM LONG – 7½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE FACT THAT THE MOST VARIED, THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER, AND MOST FRAGILE MATERIALS WERE USED IN THE
PRODUCTION OF CUTLERY UNTIL WELL INTO THE 19TH CENTURY CONFIRMS THE VIEW THAT PEOPLE CONTINUED TO

USE THEIR FINGERS FOR EATING UNTIL RELATIVELY RECENTLY. MANUFACTURED CUTLERY SETS SIGNALLED THE
DECLINE IN PERSONAL CUTLERY ALTHOUGH IT CONTINUED TO BE GIVEN AS A PRESTIGIOUS GIFT, OR BROUGHT BY THE

WELL-TO-DO FOR USE AS A TRAVELLING ITEM. BECAUSE GOLD WAS INTRINSICALLY SO VALUABLE, IT WAS ONLY USED
FOR PARTICULARLY COSTLY CUTLERY AND GOLD ITEMS ARE THEREFORE RARE.

 


