Finch & C°

FAJIAN IRONWOOD ‘GATA’ OR ‘SNAKE CLUB

AFIJIAN IRONWOOD ‘GATA OR ‘SNAKE’ CLUB THE END CARVED WITH ASHORT SPUR ON THE BACK OF THE HEAD AND
BEVELLED TOACUTTING EDGE
THE SCYTHE LIKE INSIDE CURVE RIBBED AND CARVED. THE GRIP CARVED WITH AZIG-ZAG DESIGN
FINE OLD SMOOTH PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 105CMLONG—41"2INS LONG

LITERATURE

CLUBS WERE THE FIJIANS FAVOURITE WEAPONS AND AS LIFE WAS LIVED, CERTAINLY DURING THE EARLY 19TH
CENTURY, IN AVIRTUALLY CONSTANT STATE OF WARFARE THEY WERE MUCH IN DEMAND AND MUCH USED. IT IS
INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT MANY ARTEFACTS SUCH AS THIS WERE ACQUIRED AND SENT BACK TO ENGLAND FOR SALE.
THE REV JAVES CALVERT, AMETHODIST MSSIONARY, DESCRIBES SUCH ASALE TO FINANCE THE REPAIR AND REFITTING
OF THE SHIP THE ‘JOHN WESLEY: ‘A€!. THE NATIVE CHRISTIANS WERE REQUESTED TO CONTRIBUTE SPECIMENS OF
THEIR MANUFACTURERS, PRODUCTIONS AND CURICSITIES.... THE ‘WESLEY LEFT THE ISLANDS WITH CONSIDERABLE
NATIVE STORES.... THE NATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH SHE HAD BROUGHT WERE TASTEFULLY DISPLAYED AT THE
CENTENARY HALL (EXETER, ENGLAND) AND THE SALE OF THEMSUPERINTENDED BY LADIES, WHO KINDLY UNDERTOOK
THE TASK. MORE THAN ATHOUSAND MVISITORS INSPECTED THIS NOVEL BAZAAR, AND UPWARDS OF FOUR HUNDRED
POUNDS WAS THE PECUNIARY RESULT...." (FIJI & THE FIJIANS VOL II; LONDON 1858)



