Finch & C°

FAJIAN ‘TABUA' A CHIEFS CEREMIONIAL BREAST PENDANT

AFINE FIJIAN ‘TABUA ACHIEF S CEREMONIAL BREAST PENDANT FASHIONED FROM THE TOOTH OF ASPERMWHALE
WITH OLD WORN SUSPENSION HOLES FOR SINNET CORD
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CMWIDE — 674 INS WIDE
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 4, ITEMNO. 133, AND CATALOGUE NO. 9, ITEMS 9 AND 10 FOR OTHER EXAMPLES

LITERATURE

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE RICH DARK RED WALNUT COLOUR SHOWN ON THIS TABUAIT WOULD HAVE BEEN SLOWLY
SMOKED OVER AFIRE HAVING PREVIOUSLY BEEN ANOINTED WITH COCONUT OIL AND TURMERIC. IT WAS THEN
CAREFULLY POLISHED TO OBTAIN ASILKY SMOOTH GOLDEN PATINA
BARON ANATOLE VON Hi'4GEL RECORDED IN HIS FlJI JOURNAL ON 4TH DECEMVBER 1875 (PAGE 224) ‘... AGOOD RED
TABUA (WHALE TOOTH) CAVE IN FROMNADI TODAY. IT WAS SOME TIME BEFORE THE OWNER, AN OLD MAN, LET OUT WHAT
HE HAD COME ABOUT. AFTER ALONG RAVBLING CONVERSATION HE PRODUCED FROMTHE FOLDS OF HIS ISULU THE
TABUA MOST CAREFULLY WRAPPED IN MASI (BARK CLOTH). HE DID NOT APPROVE OF MY HANGING IT UP ON THE WALL
WITH MY OTHER TREASURES AND EMDENTLY WISHES TO KEEP DARK HIS HAVING PARTED WITH IT. NO DOUBT ITHAS A
HISTORY, BUT NATIVES, ESPECIALLY THE OLDER ONES, DO NOT LET OUT SECRETS EASILY; SO WHAT THAT HISTORY MAY
BE I HAVE NOT MUCH CHANCE OF FINDING OUT .



