Finch & C°

OIL ON PANEL DEPICTING A SHIPWRECK ON THE SOUTH COAST OF ENGLAND
AN UNUSUAL OIL ON PANEL DEPICTING ASHIPWRECK ON THE SOUTH COAST OF ENGLAND
THE BEACH FULL OF LOOTING WRECKERS, CANNON FIRING ON THE CLIFF TOP AT PRIVATEERS SAILING IN THE BAY, ONE
OF WHOM IS RETURNING FIRE, CUSTOMS MEN IN THE FOREGROUND ARE TRYING TO REGULATE THE ‘PRIZE’
SIGNED G.GREGORY, ONE BRANDY BARREL INITIALLED W.E. IN AN ANTIQUE MAPLE WOOD FRAVE
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 26CMHIGH, 48CMWIDE — 10" INS HIGH, 18% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

PRIVATEERS WERE PRIVATELY OWNED VESSELS ARMED WITH GUNS, WHICH OPERATED IN TIME OF WAR AGAINST THE
TRADE OF AN ENEMY. FRANCIS DRAKE WAS ESSENTIALLY APRIVATEER CAPTURING SPANISH SHIPS ON HIS VOYAGE
AROUND THE WORLD, AND IN ENGLISH HISTORY, THE REIGN OF ELIZABETH | WAS TO BECOME THE GOLDEN AGE OF

PRIVATEERING. BY THE TIME THAT NATIONAL NAVIES WERE ESTABLISHED ON APERMANENT BASIS, THE AUTHORITIES

BEGAN TO DISAPPROVE OF PRIVATEERING BECAUSE IT DRAINED OFF THE BEST SEAVEN, BUT IT WAS AVERY EFFICIENT

METHOD OF COMMERCE DESTRUCTION AND BOTH THE FRENCH AND AVERICANS MADE GREAT USE OF IT DURING THE

18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES, AND THUS OTHER NATIONS WERE FORCED TO FOLLOW SUIT. ‘PRIZE’, OR THE SPOILS AND

CARGO FROMTHE CAPTURED VESSELS WAS ALWAYS ACONSIDERABLE INCENTIVE TO RECRUITMENT AND LARGE
NUMBERS OF MEN WERE TEMPTED TO JOIN THE NAVY FOR THE CHANCE OF QUICK RICHES FROM THIS SOURCE.

IN BRITAIN ALL ‘PRIZE’ CAPTURED AT SEAIS NOW FORFEIT TO THE CROVWN AND THAT TAKEN BY SHIPWRECK OR FROM
SHIPS DRIVEN ASHORE PERTAINS TO THE LORD HIGH ADMRAL. HOWEVER, IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT DURING THE 18TH
CENTURY OVER TWO HUNDRED VESSELS FOUNDERED ALONG THE SOUTH COAST. THESE SHIPS WERE NOT JUST
VICTIMS OF BAD WEATHER, BUT WERE OFTEN LURED ONTO THE ROCKS ON STORMY GALE LASHED NIGHTS BY
WRECKERS WITH FALSE LANTERN LIGHTS WHO WOULD THEN HARVEST THE WASHED UP CARGO.



