
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW CARVED WHALEBONE NAVIGATIONAL DIVIDERS / COMPASSES
AN UNUSUAL PAIR OF SAILORS SCRIMSHAW CARVED WHALEBONE NAVIGATIONAL DIVIDERS / COMPASSES

THE ENDS JOINED WITH A BRASS PIN
LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 28CM HIGH – 11 INCH HIGH 

52.5CM WIDE (SPAN) MAX – 20¾ INS WIDE (SPAN) MAX

 
LITERATURE

ALL OF THE WHALING VESSELS KEPT DETAILED LOGS OR JOURNALS AND ON EACH DAY OF THE VOYAGE AN ENTRY
WOULD BE WRITTEN BY THE CAPTAIN GIVING THE LONGITUDE AND LATITUDE FOR THE POSITION AT SEA OF THE SHIP, AS

WELL AS DESCRIBING THE WEATHER AND THE EVENTS OF THE DAY.
ON TUESDAY 4TH JULY 1820, WILLIAM SCORESBY OF WHITBY WROTE IN HIS LOG ‘LAT.72.56. LONG 11ºW THERM 38.37

CALM SSW TO SE. CALM UNTIL 8AM WITH THICK FOG: A LIGHT BREEZE OF WIND SPRINGING UP, WE STOOD TO THE W INTO
A THICK PATCH OF ICE AND FELL IN WITH TWO FISH: ONE OF THEM WE STRUCK AND WERE SUCCESSFUL IN KILLING.

MADE FAST TO A SMALL FLOE TO FLENS....’

 


