
TWO CHINESE IVORY SCROLL WEIGHTS
TWO CHINESE IVORY SCROLL WEIGHTS 
ONE WITH A CALLIGRAPHIC INSCRIPTION

LATE MING DYNASTY 16TH - 17TH CENTURY
SIZES: A: 25CM LONG – 9¾ INS LONG 

B: 19CM LONG – 7½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

PERHAPS THE SIMPLEST OF OBJECTS IN THE CHINESE SCHOLARS STUDIO IS THE SCROLL OR PAPERWEIGHT. ITS
FUNCTION WAS TO KEEP THE PAPER FROM CURLING UP OR MOVING WHILST THE CALLIGRAPHER OR ARTIST WAS

WORKING. A SCROLL OPENED FOR VIEWING ALSO HAD A TENDENCY TO CLOSE UP AGAIN IF THE ENDS WERE NOT HELD
IN PLACE WITH A WEIGHT.

PAPER WAS INVENTED IN CHINA AROUND THE 1ST CENTURY AD ALLEGEDLY BY GENERAL CAI LUN WHO SERVED
EMPEROR HE DI (89-106AD). IT WAS MADE FROM VARIOUS MATERIALS SUCH AS THE BARK OF MULBERRY TREES, COTTON,

SILK, BAMBOO, WOOD PULP AND RICE STRAW.
THE FINISHED PRODUCT WOULD BE SIZED WITH ALUM TO PROTECT IT FROM INSECTS AS WELL AS TO PREPARE THE

SURFACE FOR RECEIVING INK.

 


