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OIL ON LARGE WEAVE CANVAS STENCILLED TO THE BACK ‘J BROOM & SON CHURCH ST NORWICH’
BROOM & SON WERE FOUNDED IN 1898 AS SHIPS CHANDLERS AND STILL EXIST AS THE LARGEST FIRM OF BOAT

BUILDERS IN NORWICH
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 41CM HIGH, 30.5CM WIDE – 16 INS HIGH, 12 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN THE MID 19TH CENTURY, THE CHINESE MERCHANTS OF CANTON PAID THEIR GOVERNMENT LARGE SUMS FOR
PERMISSION TO PARTICIPATE IN A MONOPOLY TRADE WITH THE EUROPEANS AND AMERICANS. THE WEALTHIEST AND

MOST SUCCESSFUL WAS A TRADER CALLED HOUQUA WHO AT HIS RETIREMENT IN 1834 WAS ESTIMATED TO BE WORTH
SOME £18 MILLION. HE DIED AGED 74 IN 1843.

MOST MANDARINS FOUND THE WESTERNERS WITH WHOM THEY CAME INTO CONTACT A STRANGE AND UNPREDICTABLE
PEOPLE WHOSE PUZZLING CUSTOMS AND CULTURE THEY BELIEVED TO BE UNDOUBTEDLY INFERIOR TO CHINA’S. IN
THEIR DEALINGS WITH WESTERNERS, THE CIVIL SERVANTS CONSEQUENTLY AIMED TO CONTROL THE ‘BARBARIANS’,

REGULATE THEIR BEHAVIOUR AND LIMIT THEIR CONTACTS IN CHINA TO THE SMALLEST POSSIBLE NUMBER OF PEOPLE.
TRADE WAS RESTRICTED TO A SINGLE OPEN PORT AND A RIGIDLY STRUCTURED COMMERCIAL SYSTEM ESTABLISHED IN

WHICH TRUSTWORTHY CHINESE MERCHANTS WERE ALWAYS HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONDUCT OF THEIR
WESTERN TRADING PARTNERS. APART FROM MINOR ITEMS FOR PERSONAL USE, WESTERN MERCHANTS COULD ONLY

CONDUCT BUSINESS IN CANTON THROUGH THE ‘COHONG’, A GUILD OF WEALTHY COMMERCIAL HOUSES NUMBERING AT
VARIOUS TIMES AS FEW AS FOUR AND AS MANY AS THIRTEEN. THE ‘CANTON SYSTEM’ FROM 1760 TO 1842 WAS THE LAW

AND REGARDED AS IMPRACTICAL BY WESTERN MERCHANTS WHO NEVER REALLY UNDERSTOOD IT, WHILST THE
MANDARINS, APPLYING THE PRINCIPLES OF CONFUCIANISM TO THE LAW, FOUND IT A WELL-ORDERED AND HARMONIOUS

WAY TO DO BUSINESS.

 


