Finch & C°

JAPANESE TROPHY NETSUKE AND HUNTING AMULET

AJAPANESE TROPHY NETSUKE AND HUNTING AMULET
MADE FROM THE UPPER JAWAND FRONT TEETH OF AFOX APPLIED RED AND BLACK LACQUER
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 2.5CMHIGH, 5.5CMDEEP, 4CMWIDE — 1 INS HIGH, 2”4 INS DEEP, 1%2INS WIDE
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 16, ITEMNO. 17, FOR ANOTHER TROPHY NETSUKE MADE FROM THE JAW OF AWOLF
CF: BARKER & SMTH ‘NETSUKE’ FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUM COLLECTION NO. 404

LITERATURE

IN TRADITIONAL CULTURES PRACTICALLY ALL OBJECTS OF PERSONAL ADORNMENT MADE FROM SUBSTANCES
PRODUCED BY NATURE ARE BELIEVED TO POSSESS POWER AND SERVE AN AMULETIC FUNCTION. THEIR PURPOSE IS
APOTROPAIC: TO WORK ON BEHALF OF THE OWNER BY HELPING THEM COPE WITH NATURAL FORCES THAT AFFECT
THEIR LIFE IN APOSITIVE OR NEGATIVE MANNER.

TROPHY NETSUKES SUCH AS THIS WERE THOUGHT BY THE JAPANESE HUNTER TO RENDER HIMIMMUNE TO THREATS
FROMTHE ENVIRONMENT, THE CHANCE OF ACCIDENT AND FROM PREDATORY ANIMALS.



