
SKULL OF A CELTIC IRON AGE HORSE FOUND IN A DANISH PEAT BOG
THE PRESERVED SKULL OF A CELTIC IRON AGE HORSE FOUND IN A DANISH PEAT BOG

PROBABLY A VOTIVE SACRIFICE
CIRCA 400-100BC

SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 47.5CM LONG, 22CM WIDE – 6 INS HIGH, 18¾ INS LONG, 8¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SPECTACULAR DISCOVERIES OF HUMAN AND ANIMAL SACRIFICES HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE PEAT BOGS OF JÍ¼TLAND AND
MOST OF THEM WERE FOUND ACCIDENTALLY BY PEOPLE DIGGING FOR FUEL. IN SCANDINAVIA, FROM THE NEOLITHIC

PERIOD THROUGH THE PRE-VIKING PERIOD, THE BODIES OF HUMANS AND ANIMALS AS WELL AS A VARIETY OF
ARTEFACTS INCLUDING WEAPONS AND EVEN WARSHIPS, WERE THROWN INTO BOGS, LAKES AND STREAMS. FROM THE

NUMBER OF DEPOSITIONS THAT HAVE BEEN RECOVERED, OFTEN IN THE COURSE OF DRAINING LAND FOR FARMING, IT IS
CLEAR THE PRACTICE WAS VERY WIDESPREAD, AND WAS PROBABLY USED TO INVOKE GOOD FORTUNE, GREATER

FERTILITY, SUCCESS IN BATTLE AND NEW LIFE.
THE EARLIEST DEPOSITIONS MADE IN THE NEOLITHIC PERIOD CONSISTED MAINLY OF STONE AND FLINT WEAPONS. IN

THE BRONZE AGE MORE ELABORATE SACRIFICES WERE MADE. COLLECTIONS OF PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD OBJECTS
SUCH AS CAULDRONS WERE DEPOSITED PROBABLY TO COMMEMORATE THE PASSING OF A GREAT AND POWERFUL

INDIVIDUAL. BRONZE WEAPONS, PARTICULARLY SWORDS, WERE ALSO SACRIFICED, SOMETIMES WITH THE BLADES BENT
BACK ON THEMSELVES TO REPRESENT A RITUAL ‘KILLING’ OF AN ENEMY. ANIMALS AND PARTICULARLY HORSES WERE

ALSO SLAUGHTERED AS PART OF THE RITUAL. ALTHOUGH COMMON, HORSES WERE OF GREAT VALUE AND IMPORTANCE
AND WERE BOTH RIDDEN AND USED AS DRAUGHT ANIMALS, SOMETIMES PULLING CEREMONIAL OR FUNERARY WAGONS.

THEY WERE MUCH SMALLER THAN MODERN HORSES AND RARELY ACHIEVED A HEIGHT OF 150CM OR 14½ HANDS.
HUMAN AND ANIMAL SACRIFICE SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME WIDESPREAD IN THE 1ST CENTURY BC AND MOST OF THE

EVIDENCE FOR THIS COMES FROM DENMARK WHERE THE BODIES OF MEN, WOMEN AND HORSES SACRIFICIALLY KILLED
HAVE BEEN PRESERVED IN THE ACID SOIL OF PEAT BOGS. THE ROMAN IRON AGE SAW A RETURN TO PREDOMINANTLY

WEAPON SACRIFICES.

 


