Finch & C°

BRONZE OF THE SPANISH EXPLORER AND ‘CONQUISTADOR’ HERNAN CORTES

AN INTERESTING BRONZE OF THE SPANISH EXPLORER AND ‘CONQUISTADOR' HERNAN CORTES BY THE ENGLISH
SCULPTOR CHARLES CUMBERWORTH (DIED 1852)
ON ASTEPPED BLACK MARBLE BASE
SIGNED CUMBERWORTH AND WITH THE FOUNDRY MARK OF SUSSE FRI'RES
CIRCA1840-45
SIZE:38CMHIGH — 15 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE SCULPTOR CHARLES CUMBERWORTH WAS BORN IN AVERICA, THE SON OF AN ENGLISH ARMY OFFICER AND A
FRENCH WOMAN. AS AN INFANT HIS MOTHER TOOK HIMTO PARIS WHERE HE LATER STUDIED SCULPTURE AS APUPIL OF
PRADIER. HE BECAVE ONE OF THE FIRST ARTISTS TO BE EDITED IN BRONZE UNDER CONTRACT TO THE SUSSE
FOUNDARY. HIS BRONZE “THE COUNT OF PARIS AND HIS BROTHER’ APPEARS IN THEIR 1844 CATALOGUE.
CUMBERWORTH ALSO SCULPTED THE BRONZE OF THE DUC DE MONTPENSIER FOR INCLUSION IN SUSSE'S SERIES OF
PORTRAT BRONZES OF LEADING FRENCH POLITICIANS OF THE RESTORATION PERIOD.

THE HISTORICAL FIGURE OF HERNAN CORTES, THE SPANISH CONQUEROR OF MEXICO, IS FAMOUS FOR HIS CAPTURE OF
THE LAST AZTEC EMPEROR MONTEZUMAII IN 1519, AND THIS BRONZE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN ONE OF ASERIES OF
NOTABLE CHARACTERS FROMEUROPEAN HISTORY.



