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AN ANCIENT PRE-COLUMBIAN MEXICAN XOCHIPALA HOLLOW WARE CERAMIC STANDING FEMALE FIGURINE 

CIRCA 1500-600 BC PRECLASSIC PERIOD
IN GOOD CONDITION

SIZE: 19CM HIGH – 7½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

XOCHIPALA IS AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF GUERRERO AND THE SOPHISTICATED ARTISTRY OF
THE CERAMIC FIGURINES FROM THIS AREA HAS LED EXPERTS TO ARGUE THAT THEY ARE FROM A PRECOCIOUS

CULTURE THAT WAS THE PREDECESSOR OF THE GULF COAST OLMECS.
THE XOCHIPALA STYLE IS REPRESENTED BY THESE FINE EARLY AND NATURALISTIC MESO-AMERICAN FIGURINES. IN 1897,
ONE WAS PURCHASED IN GUERRERO BY WILLIAM NIVEN AND SUBSEQUENTLY SOLD TO THE PEABODY MUSEUM IN 1903.

HOWEVER NO FIGURINE HAS EVER BEEN FOUND IN AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT
THESE NUDE FIGURINES MAY HAVE BEEN DRESSED IN PERISHABLE TEXTILES AND WERE OF CEREMONIAL OR RITUAL

IMPORTANCE.

 


