Finch & C°

ENGLISH SAILORS SCRIMSHAW PATRIOTICALLY ENGRAVED SPERM-WHALE TOOTH

AN ENGLISH SAILORS SCRIMSHAW PATRIOTICALLY ENGRAVED SPERMWHALE TOOTH DECORATED WITH AFINELY
WORKED PORTRAIT OF QUEEN ANNE, LAST OF THE STUART MONARCHS
THE REVERSE WITH THE ROYAL COAT OF ARMS UNIFYING ENGLAND, IRELAND AND SCOTLAND
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CMLONG -7 INS LONG

LITERATURE

BRITISH WHALING VESSELS SAILED MAINLY OUT OF LONDON WITH AFEW FROM OTHER PORTS SUCH AS WHITBY AND
LIVERPOOL AS WELL AS FROMTHE COLONIES OF AUSTRALIAAND NEW ZEALAND. THE ENGLISH FLEET DECLINED
RELATIVELY EARLY HAVING REACHED ITS MAXIMUMIN 1820 IT CEASED TO EXIST AFTER 1859. MOST ENGLISH SCRIMSHAW
CAN THEREFORE BE DATED TO PRE 1860.

IT IS GENERALLY TRUE THAT THE BEST EXAMPLES OF FIGURAL SCRIMSHAW WERE COPIED FROMILLUSTRATIONS FROM
EITHER MAGAZINES OR BOOKS. USUALLY THESE ENGRAVINGS WERE DONE BY PRICKING THROUGH ATEMPLATE WITH A
SHARP POINT OR BLADE, OFTEN AGROUND DOWN SAIL NEEDLE.

QUEEN ANNE (1665-1714) PRESIDED OVER THE ACT OF UNION, WHICH COMPLETED THE UNIFICATION OF SCOTLAND AND
ENGLAND. PERHAPS THIS SCRIMSHAW TOOTH WAS MADE BY APATRIOTIC SAILOR TO COMMEMORATE THE ACTS OF
UNION, THE LAWS THAT CEMENTED THE POLITICAL UNION OF ENGLAND, IRELAND AND SCOTLAND IN 1707 AND FORMED
GREAT BRITAN.



