Finch & C°

CASED SPECIMEN OF A GANT RHINOCEROS HORNBILL ‘BUCEROS RHINOCEROS’

ARARE CASED SPECIMEN OF AGIANT RHINOCEROS HORNBILL ‘BUCEROS RHINOCEROS' FROMSOUTHEASTERN ASIA
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 84CMHIGH, 63.5CMWDE, 27CMDEEP — 33 INS HIGH, 25 INS WIDE, 10%2INS DEEP
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEMNO. 3, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF ‘BUCEROS BICORNIS’

LITERATURE

THE RHINOCEROS HORNBILL IS ONE OF THE LARGEST BIRDS IN THE RAINFORESTS OF ASIA SPENDING THEIR ENTIRE
LIVES IN THE JUNGLE CANOPY, THEY FEED ON FRUIT AND NUTS, AND OCCASIONALLY RATS, SQUIRRELS AND LIZARDS.
ANCIENT PEOPLES ONCE REVERED IT AS A'GOD OF WAR', BUT TODAY ITS HABITAT IS THREATENED IN BORNEO WITH
DEFORESTATION.

THEY HAVE ALARGE WINGSPAN AND THE GLEAMING BLACK FEATHERS ARE MAINTAINED BY SPREADING AN ORANGE
COLOURED PREENING OIL OVER THEM THE CASQUE OR GOLDEN YELLOWHORN IS BELIEVED TO ACT AS ARESONATING
CHAVBER AVPLIFYING THE ANIMAL’S NASAL CALLS. ALTHOUGH APPEARING TO BE HEAVY IT IS ACTUALLY VERY LIGHT
CONSISTING OF THIN YELLOW CELLS SUPPORTED BY TINY HOLLOW BONES. IT IS USED TO PERFORMAVARIETY OF
TASKS SUCH AS HARVESTING FOOD, BUILDING ANEST AND SEALING IT, AND FEEDING THE CHICKS.
RHINOCEROS HORNBILL USUALLY PAR FOR LIFE, CHOOSING ATREE HOLLOW OR CAVITY FOR BUILDING ANEST. THE
FEMALE IS SEALED INTO THE NEST BY THE MALE USING FOOD AND DROPPINGS TO CLOSE UP THE ENTRANCE APART
FROMANARROW VERTICAL SLIT. FOR THE NEXT 50 DAYS THE FEMALE INCUBATES THE EGGS WHILST THE MALE BIRD

BRINGS FOOD FOR HER AND THE CHICKS. NINETY DAYS AFTER THE CHICKS HATCH THE FEMALE BREAKS OUT OF THE
NEST, BUT THE CHICKS THEN REBUILD THE ENTRANCE COVERING AND RECEIVE FOOD FROMTHEIR PARENTS FOR THE
NEXT 3 MONTHS. FINALLY WHEN THEY ARE ALMOST FULLY-GROVWN THEY BREAK OUT OF THE NESTINGHOLE AND FLY
FREE.



