
GERMAN CARVED BOXWOOD FIGURE OF CHRIST
A SMALL GERMAN CARVED BOXWOOD FIGURE OF CHRIST ON THE COLD STONE

17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8CM HIGH – 3 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE IMAGE OF CHRIST SEATED ON A STONE AWAITING CRUCIFIXION IS A PARTICULAR INVENTION OF LATE MEDIEVAL
NORTHERN EUROPEAN CATHOLIC PIETY. KNOWN AS ‘CHRIST ON THE COLD STONE’ OR AS ‘CHRIST AT REST ON

CALVARY’ THE IMAGE WAS DESIGNED TO BREAK UP THE MEDIEVAL PASSION NARRATIVE INTO ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL
FOCUS FOR DEVOTION AND MEDITATION. CHRIST IS MOMENTARILY WITHDRAWN FROM THE EVENTS LEADING

INEXORABLY TO HIS MARTYRDOM SO THAT THE DEVOUT MIGHT CONTEMPLATE THE DEPTH OF HIS PSYCHOLOGICAL AND
PHYSICAL ANGUISH. HIS POSE WITH HIS CHEEK RESTING ON HIS HAND RECALLS THE CLASSICAL REPRESENTATIONS OF

MELANCHOLY AND CONVEYS THE INCONSOLABLE SORROW OF THE SEATED, THINKING SAVIOUR.

 


