
ENGLISH PIQUÉ WORKED IVORY HANDLED CARVING OR BUTCHERS STEEL
AN ENGLISH PIQUÉ WORKED IVORY HANDLED CARVING OR BUTCHERS STEEL 

WITH THE NAME ‘RICHARD STONE’ AND THE DATE ‘1753’
MID 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 37CM LONG – 14½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

CARVING TOOLS AND THEIR ASSOCIATED IMPLEMENTS WERE VERY MUCH ON SHOW IN THE HUGE SPECTACLE OF A
FEAST, THE CARVER WORKING CLOSELY WITH A ‘SEWER’ WHOSE TASK WAS TO ARRANGE AND SERVE THE VARIOUS

DISHES AT THE HIGH TABLE. THIS REQUIRED A THOROUGH WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE AND THE
CORRECT SAUCE FOR EACH DISH.

BUTCHERS KNIVES AND STEELS WERE IMPORTANT AND EXPENSIVE TOOLS OF THEIR LUCRATIVE TRADE. THEIR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PREPARATION AND DIFFERENT CUTS OF ALL TYPES OF MEAT AND GAME HAD TO BE EXTENSIVE.

BEFORE THE 18TH CENTURY THEY WERE REGARDED AS IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF HOUSEHOLD KITCHEN STAFF WHO
ALSO ACTED AS CARVERS AT TABLE.

 


