Finch & C°

CUMBRIAN SPAR BOX

AN UNUSUAL CUMBRIAN SPAR BOX
SET IN ITS ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL OAK FRAMVE, MADE OF BLACK ZINC ORE, QUARTZ AND FLUORSPAR
VICTORIAN, CIRCA 1870-80
SIZE: 56CMHIGH, 54CMWIDE, 22CMDEEP — 22 INS HIGH, 21%4INS WIDE, 82 INS DEEP
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 2, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF ASPAR TOWER, CATALOGUE NO. 3, ITEMNO. 8, AND CATALOGUE
NO. 13, ITEMNO. 2, FOR OTHER EXAVPLES OF SPAR BOXES

LITERATURE

UNIQUE TO CUMBRIA SPAR BOXES WERE A COMPETITIVE TRADITIONAL PASTIVE OF 19TH CENTURY LEAD MINERS. GREAT
PRIDE WAS TAKEN IN THE MAKING OF THESE CASES FROM THE MINERAL CRYSTALS THEY FOUND IN CAVITIES AS THEY
WORKED THE SEAMS OF LEAD ORE. ANNUAL SHOWS AND COMPETITIONS WERE HELD IN THE TOWNS OF THE NORTH

PENINES AND PRIZES WERE AWARDED FOR THE BEST AND MOST ELABORATE SPAR CASES AND MODELS. MANY OF THE
PRIZED EXHIBITS WERE SOLD SUPPLEMENTING THE MINER’S INCOME AND BECOMING COLLECTOR'S ITEMS OF MAN
MADE NATURAL CURIOSITY.



