Finch & C°

VICTORIAN MAHOGANY CASED SET OF MINERAL AND SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE SPECIMENS

AVICTORIAN MAHOGANY CASED SET OF MNERAL AND SEM-PRECIOUS STONE SPECIMENS
CONTAINED IN THREE TIERS OF NAMVED AND NUNMBERED SECTIONS FROM 1 TO 144 INCLUDING AVBER, AVETHYST,
MALACHITE, OBSIDIAN AND TOPAZ. THE LID WITH AN OLD PRINTED-PAPER LABEL ‘THOMAS VARTY EDUCATIONAL
DEPOSITORY YORK HOUSE 31 STRAND LONDON.... FOR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE TUITION’ WITH KEY
CIRCA1860-70
SIZE: 9.5CMHIGH, 25.5CMWIDE, 15.5CM DEEP — 3% INS HIGH, 10 INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE RENAISSANCE WITNESSED THE EMERGENCE OF AN INTELLECTUAL ELITE WITH APASSION FOR NATURAL OBJECTS
AND THIS WAS ATREND THAT PROVED INCREASINGLY POPULAR AS THE CENTURIES WENT ON. DURING THE 17TH
CENTURY THE SCHOLAR OF THE DAY WOULD DABBLE IN ACOMBINATION OF PHYSICS, ASTRONOMY, MATHEMATICS AND
ENGINEERING FOR WHICH HE GAINED UNPRECEDENTED RESPECT. EVENTUALLY IN 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURIES
LAY PEOPLE AND THE CLERGY WERE ALSO FASCINATED BY ‘NATURAL HISTORY', AND IT WAS THESE AMATEUR SCHOLARS
WHO TRAVELLED AND CORRESPONDED WITH FELLOW INTELLECTUALS ON AWIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS WHO HELPED
TO DEVELOP THE ‘SCIENCE OF NATURE'. FOSSILS, MNERALS, CRYSTALS AND EVEN PREHISTORIC TOOLS WERE ALL
COLLECTED AND CATALOGUED AND THESE ‘STUDY CABINETS’ FORMED THE BASIS FOR THE EDUCATIONAL AIDS LATER
USED TO TEACH MICTORIAN PUPILS THE RUDIMENTS OF THE NATURAL SCIENCES.



