
ROMANO-BRITISH CELTIC LIMESTONE HEAD OF A MAN
A ROMANO-BRITISH CELTIC LIMESTONE HEAD OF A MAN

2ND – 3RD CENTURY AD 
SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 14CM WIDE, 15.5CM DEEP – 6¼ INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

A WIDE RANGE OF CELTIC STONE HEADS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN BRITAIN AND THE MINIMALLY ARTICULATED FACIAL
FEATURES, AS SHOWN IN THIS EXAMPLE, IS TYPICAL TO ALL OF THEM. YET, DESPITE THEIR LACK OF FACIAL EXPRESSION

THESE HEADS HAVE AN AUSTERE, ABSTRACT AESTHETIC THAT IS BOTH POWERFUL AND MYSTERIOUS.
CELTIC CHIEFS PRIZED TROPHY HEADS, WHICH THEY DISPLAYED IN A TEMPLE WITHIN THEIR CAMP AS EMBLEMS OF

CONQUEST. AS CULT OBJECTS IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE STONE HEADS PROBABLY FUNCTIONED AS SURROGATES FOR
ACTUAL DECAPITATED HUMAN HEADS TAKEN IN BATTLE. THEY WERE CERTAINLY USED AS VOTIVE OBJECTS WITH

APOTROPAIC FUNCTION, AND WERE OFTEN PLACED NEAR TO NATURAL SPRINGS; THE WATER FROM WHICH THE CELTS
BELIEVED COULD CURE A VARIETY OF DISEASES. 

THE VENERATION OF THE HEAD, AND THE BELIEF IN ITS INHERENT POWER TO PROTECT AGAINST EVIL, WAS ESSENTIAL
TO THE CELTIC RELIGIOUS SYSTEM, WHICH HELD THAT THE HEAD WAS THE SEAT OF THE SOUL AND CAPABLE OF

INDEPENDENT BEING. THIS CULT LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF THE HEAD AS THE LOCUS OF THE
SOUL AND WAS THE IMPORTANT REASON WHY THE HEADS OF CHRISTIAN SAINTS AND MARTYRS WERE PRESERVED AS

RELICS.

 


