
TWO FINE JAPANESE EXPORT LACQUER PLAQUES
1

A FINELY DECORATED JAPANESE EXPORT LACQUER PORTRAIT MEDALLION ON COPPER

ENTITLED ‘FRANCOIS MARIE DUC DE BROGUE’ AROUND THE RIM

DECORATED IN GOLD HIRAHAKI-E AND KINJI ON A ROIRONURI GROUND, THE REVERSE INSCRIBED ‘MARÉCHAL DE
FRANCE GOVERNEUR DE STRASBOURG COMANDANT D’ALSACE ET GENERAL DES ARMEES DU POI NE LE 12 JANVIER

1671 MORT LE 24 MAY 1740’

LAST QUARTER OF THE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 0.5CM DEEP – 4¾ INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP

2

A FINELY DECORATED JAPANESE EXPORT LACQUER PORTRAIT MEDALLION ON COPPER

ENTITLED ‘D.N. HERACLIVS. AVG’ DEPICTING THE ROMAN EMPEROR CONSTANTINE II AND HIS WIFE DECORATED IN GOLD
HIRAHAKI-E AND KINJI ON A ROIRONURI GROUND, THE REVERSE INSCRIBED IN LATIN ‘CONSTANS II HERACLIUS IN NUMIS

DICTUS IMPER. DNXXV MENS VI DI V SEDENTB 9 THEODORO MARTINO EUGENIO EL VITDLIANO. O CCIS 9 A CDCLXVIII.’

LAST QUARTER OF 18TH CENTURY



SIZE: 12CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 0.5CM DEEP – 4¾ INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THESE PLAQUES WERE MADE FOR THE EUROPEAN EXPORT MARKET IN SASAYA IN JAPAN IN THE LAST QUARTER OF THE
18TH CENTURY. THEY WERE EXCLUSIVELY EXPORTED BY THE DUTCH EAST INDIES COMPANY WHO WERE THE ONLY

WESTERN MERCHANTS WHO HAD THE PRIVILEGE AND AUTHORITY TO TRADE WITH JAPAN. THE PORTRAITS ARE TAKEN
FROM VARIOUS POPULAR PRINT SERIES. THIS EXAMPLE IS FROM THE FAMOUS EUROPEANS IN ‘L’EUROPE ILUSTRE’ BY
DREUX DU RADIER OF PARIS 1777. THE CAPTIONS THAT OCCUR ON THE PRINT ARE WRITTEN IN GILT LACQUER TO THE

BACK OF EACH MEDALLION. RENDERED IN MINUTE AND FINE DETAIL, THE JAPANESE CRAFTSMAN HAS FAITHFULLY
COPIED THE STIPPLING FOUND ON THE ORIGINAL ENGRAVING.

CONSTANTINE II WAS MADE CAESAR BY HIS FATHER CONSTANTINE I ON THE 8TH NOVEMBER 324 AD. HE FOUNDED
CONSTANTINOPLE ON THE SITE OF BYZANTIUM. THESE JAPANESE EXPORT PLAQUES WERE HIGHLY FASHIONABLE AT THE

END OF THE 18TH CENTURY WHEN THEY WERE REGARDED AS EXOTIC ORIENTAL WARES. THIS PLAQUE IS BASED ON
ONE OF A SERIES OF EUROPEAN ENGRAVINGS OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS, AND HAS BEEN CAREFULLY COPIED IN

EXQUISITE GOLD LACQUER RELIEF BY THE JAPANESE ARTIST.

 


