
SUPERBLY PATINATED WESTERN ALASKAN ESKIMO INUIT MARINE IVORY SLED RUNNER
A SUPERBLY PATINATED WESTERN ALASKAN ESKIMO INUIT MARINE IVORY SLED RUNNER CARVED FROM THE LONG TUSK

OF A WALRUS
18TH CENTURY OR EARLIER

SIZE: 53CM LONG – 20¾ INS LONG 
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEM NO. 72, FOR THREE OTHER SMALLER EXAMPLES

 
LITERATURE

ESKIMOS IN WESTERN ALASKA HAVE OVER MANY CENTURIES DEVELOPED EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE METHODS OF
TRAVELLING OVER LAND, ICE AND SNOW. TRAVELLING OVER TUNDRA IS MORE FREQUENTLY DONE DURING THE WINTER

MONTHS WHEN THE SURFACES OF THE LAKES AND SEA ARE FROZEN AND MARSHY GROUND BECOMES EASIER TO
TRAVERSE BY DIRECT, AS THE RAVEN FLIES, ROUTES. SLEDS, DOGS AND SNOWSHOES ARE USED FOR THESE

JOURNEYS. SEVERAL DIFFERENT TYPES OF SLEDS HAVE DEVELOPED IN RESPONSE TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION
IN ICE AND SNOW CONDITIONS, AND THE SORT OF ACTIVITY FOR WHICH THE SLED IS TO BE USED. TO SMOOTH THE

PATHWAY OF THE SLED, CARVED WALRUS IVORY RUNNERS WERE LASHED TO THE UNDERNEATH WITH SEALSKIN OR
CARIBOU HIDE THONGS. SLEDS COULD BE AS MUCH AS 9 TO 10 FEET LONG AND CARRY 300 TO 400LBS WITH A TEAM OF

SEVEN DOGS OVER LONG DISTANCES CROSS COUNTRY TO HUNT, TRADE OR VISIT RELATIVES.

 


