Finch & C°

NORTHERN BRITISH LIBRARY CENTRE TABLE WITH A PARROT COAL SLAB TOP

AN UNUSUAL NORTHERN BRITISH LIBRARY CENTRE TABLE WITH APARROT COAL SLAB TOP
THE WALNUT BASE WITH LYRE SHAPED END SUPPORTS, THE FLUTED LEGS TERMNATING IN CARVED ACANTHUS
LEAVES. THE PLATFORMBASE IN FIGURED WALNUT, ADRAWER TO THE FITTED EDGE, ON ORIGINAL CERAMIC CASTORS.
THE WHOLE MADE TO SUPPORT ALARGE OCTAGONAL PARROT COAL POLISHED SLAB TOP WITH AFINE BLACK PATINA
CIRCA 1850 -60
SIZE: 105CMWIDE, 63CMDEEP, 77CMHIGH - 41%4INS WIDE, 24% INS DEEP, 30%4 INS HIGH
COAL TOP: 99CMWIDE, 58CMDEEP, 5.5CMHIGH — 39 INS WIDE, 23 INS DEEP, 24 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

CF: KIRKCALDY MUSEUM, FIFE, SCOTLAND; TWO CHAIRS AND ATABLE CARVED FROMPARROT COAL BY THOMAS
WILLIAMSON (1817 — 60) FOR WEMYSS CASTLE IN 1855
PARROT COAL IS AFORMOF ANTHRACITE AND IS SAID TO BURN WITH ACRACKLING NOISE SIMLAR TO THE CLICKING OF A
PARROT'S BEAK. UNLIKE BRITTLE HOUSEHOLD COAL IT HAS AGLASSY TEXTURE AND QUALITY LIKE THAT OF MARBLE AND
SO WAS SOMETIMES CARVED INTO FURNITURE AND OBJECTS DURING THE MD 19TH CENTURY.
ANTHRACITE IS THE HIGHEST-RANKING FORM OF COAL AND DIFFERS FROMOTHER COALS BECAUSE OF ITS EXTREMELY
HIGH CONTENT OF CARBON WITH A CORRESPONDINGLY LOW PROPORTION OF VOLATILE MATTER. IT IS CLEANER TO
HANDLE THAN BITUMINOUS COAL AND IGNITES AT AMUCH HIGHER TEMPERATURE.
THOMAS WILLIAMSON, ASTONEMASON FROMWEST WEMYSS IS THE ONLY KNOWN MAKER OF PARROT COAL FURNITURE
AS HE SIGNED AND DATED SOME OF HIS PIECES (NOW IN THE KIRKCALDY MUSEUM). HE WORKED UNDER THE
PATRONAGE OF THE WEMYSS FAMLY WHO WERE BOTH COAL PIT OWNERS AND LANDOWNERS. HOWEVER OTHER 19TH
CENTURY MINE OWNERS MUST ALSO HAVE COMMSSIONED PIECES FROM THEIR ESTATE CABINETMAKERS AND THIS
UNUSUAL LIBRARY TABLE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THEIR CRAFT.



