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TWO WEST AUSTRALIAN CARVED EMU EGGS DEPICTING DROVERS

TWO WEST AUSTRALIAN CARVED EMU EGGS DEPICTING DROVERS
ONE RIDING AND TRAINING ABUCKING YOUNG HORSE, THE OTHER ADROVER HERDING ABULLOCK
CIRCA 1880-1900
SIZE: APPROX: 14.5CMWIDE — 5% INS WIDE
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO.17, ITEMNQ.28, FOR TWO EMU EGGS DEPICTING ABORIGINES

LITERATURE

DOMESTIC CATTLE WERE INTRODUCED INTO THE KIMBERLEY AREA OF WEST AUSTRALIAAT THE END OF THE 19TH
CENTURY, AND LED TO CLASHES WITH THE TRADITIONAL ABORIGINAL OWNERS OF THE LAND WHO HAD UP UNTIL THAT
POINT ESCAPED THE MARCH OF COLONIAL CIMLISATION. ONCE THE CONFLICT HAD BEEN RESOLVED THE CATTLE
INDUSTRY PROVIDED JOBS.

IN WEST KIVBERLEY MOST OF THE GRAZIERS WERE SHEEP MEN WHO SHIPPED THEIR ANIMALS TO THE REGION FROM
THE SOUTH, BUT IN EAST KIVBERLEY THE GRAZIERS WERE MORE INTERESTED IN CATTLE. ALTHOUGH SOME OF THESE
CATTLEMEN ALSO BROUGHT THEIR HERDS IN BY SHIP, SOME WALKED OR ‘DROVE’ THEIR CATTLE OVER LAND FROM
QUEENSLAND. THE BEST KNOWN OF THESE DROVERS WAS MICHAEL DURACK. HE AND HIS FAMLY OVER-LANDED SOVE
2000 HEAD OF CATTLE FROM THE BARCOO RIVER IN QUEENSLAND TO THE ORD RIVER IN KIVBERLEY BETWEEN JULY
1883 AND SEPTEMBER 1885. THIS WAS REGARDED AS ATREMENDOUS FEAT OF BRAVERY AND ENDURANCE AS THEY HAD
TRAVELLED 4000 MLES THROUGH VIRTUALLY UNKNOWN TERRITORY.



