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ANE GOLD MOUNTED TORTOISESHELL AND ALORAL PICQUE WORKED BOOK COVER

AFINE GOLD MOUNTED TORTOISESHELL AND FLORAL PICQUE WORKED BOOK COVER
CONTAINING ABOOK OF COMMON PRAYER PRINTED IN LONDON IN 1827 WITH ENGRAVINGS PUBLISHED BY N HAILES,
PICADILLY JANUARY 1, 1822
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH, 7CMWIDE — 472 INS HIGH, 2% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

DATING FROM16TH CENTURY NAPLES THE CRAFT OF PICQUE WORK WAS VERY POPULAR DURING THE ENGLISH
REGENCY PERIOD. IT WAS PRODUCED BY HEATING THE SHELL OF THE HAWKSBILL TURTLE OVER SMOKELESS
CHARCOAL, CUTTING IT TO SHAPE, DOTTING IT WITH ADESIGN AND WITH ATINY DRILL WORKING MINUTE HOLES INTO
THE SURFACE AND INSERTING EQUALLY MINISCULE RODS OF PURE GOLD INTO THE HOT SHELL. WHEN THE SHELL
COOLED AND CONTRACTED IT KEPT BOTH ITS SHAPE AND GRIPPED THE GOLD PINPRICKS IN PLACE.

MADE FOR AREGENCY LADY TO TAKE WITH HER TO CHURCH, THIS BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER WAS THE OFFICIAL
SERVICE BOOK OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND THE MAJOR PRAYER BOOK OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH. IT ALSO
CONTAINS THE PSALTER, ABOOK OF PSALMS IN AFORMFOR USE IN DEVOTION OR WORSHIP WHICH SHOULD BE SAID OR
SUNG EACH WEEK, AN OBSERVANCE STILL FOLLOWED BY MANY RELIGIOUS ORDERS.



