Finch & C°

SAILORS SCRIMSHAW SPERM-WHALE TOOTH

ASAILORS SCRIMSHAW SPERMWHALE TOOTH ENGRAVED WITH ATHREE MASTED SALING BARK AND AHIBERNIAN
DRESSED IN AKILT AND HELMET HOLDING ABOARDING AXE
THE REVERSE DECORATED WITH AN EAST INDIES LANDSCAPE
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CMLONG -7 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE SPERM-WHALE WAS FIRST HUNTED OFF THE NEW ENGLAND COAST OF AVERICA, INITIALLY COVMBINED WITH
SEASONAL SHORE BASED WHALING, BUT AS THE 18TH CENTURY PROGRESSED AND THE DEMAND FOR SPERMOIL
INCREASED, THESE ANIMALS WERE SOUGHT FARTHER AFIELD AND SHIPS WERE SPECIALLY FITTED OUT TO CARRY

WHALEBOATS AND CATCH SPERM\WHALES AT SEA AT FIRST AVARIETY OF SMALL SHIPS WERE USED INCLUDING
SLOOPS, BRIGS AND SCHOONERS. THE MOST IMPORTANT INNOVATION WAS THE INSTALLATION OF ATRYWORKS OR

CAULDRONS IN WHICH THE OIL WAS ‘“TRIED OUT OR RENDERED FROMTHE BLUBBER. WITH ATRYWORKS, AVESSEL WAS
INDEPENDENT OF THE SHORE AND COULD CRUISE DISTANT WATERS. INITIALLY WHALES WERE TAKEN AROUND THE
WEST INDIES AND THE SOUTH ATLANTIC WHERE WHALING WAS COVBINED WITH SEALING, BUT SOON THERE WAS
WHALING OFF THE AZORES, THE WEST COAST OF AFRICAAND IN THE INDIAN OCEAN.



