Finch & C°

SAILORS SCRIMSHAW MARINE IVORY AND WHALEBONE WALKING CANE

AFINE SAILORS SCRIMSHAW MARINE IVORY AND WHALEBONE WALKING CANE
THE SHAFT TURNED TO RESEMBLE THE TUSK OF ANARWHAL. THE HANDLE CARVED IN THE FORMOF ATURKS-HEAD
KNOT WITH AN INCLINED GRIP, WITH ABALEEN COLLAR
CIRCA 1850-60
SIZE: 96CMLONG — 37% INS LONG

LITERATURE

EVERYONE ON BOARD AWHALING SHIP INCLUDING THE CAPTAIN AND HIS WIFE WERE INVOLVED IN WHAT AVOUNTED TO
AVERITABLE FLOATING ‘COTTAGE INDUSTRY . KEENER MEMBERS OF THE CREW HAD THEIR OWN SPECIAL TOOLS AND
MNIATURE LATHES. HERMAN MELVILLE WROTE IN MOBY DICK, (1851) CHAPTER 57 ‘SOME OF THEMHAVE LITTLE BOXES OF
DENTISTICAL LOOKING IMPLEMENTS, SPECIALLY INTENDED FOR THE SKRIMSHANDERING BUSINESS. BUT IN GENERAL
THEY TOIL WITH THEIR JACK KNIVES ALONE; AND WITH THAT ALMOST OMNIPOTENT TOOL OF THE SALOR THEY WILL TURN
YOU OUT ANYTHING YOU PLEASE IN THE WAY OF MARINER’S FANCY'.



