Finch & C°

TIBETAN CARVED BONE PLAQUE FROM A RITUAL PARURE

ATIBETAN CARVED BONE PLAQUE FROMARITUAL PARURE DEPICTING THE BODHISATTVA‘AVALOKITESHVARA THE LORD
OF COMPASSION
LATE 17TH — EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8CMHIGH, 3.5CMWIDE — 3 INS HIGH, 172INS WIDE

LITERATURE

AVALOKITESHVARAIS THE MOST POPULAR, AND THE PATRON DEITY OF TIBET. HE IS INCARNATED IN THE PERSON OF THE
DALAI LAVA, THE TIBETAN PRIEST KING. HIS NAVE LITERALLY MEANS ‘THE LORD WHO LOOKS DOWN’, THAT IS HE LOOKS
DOVWN WITH COMPASSION ON THE SUFFERING OF THE WORLD. HIS GENEROSITY IS SHOVWN BY HIS OPEN HAND, WHICH

SYMBOLISES THE GRANTING OF WMISHES.
BODHISATTVAS ARE WIDELY VENERATED THROUGHOUT TIBET. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THEY STAND ON THE VERGE OF
ENLIGHTENMENT, BUT DELAY THEIR FINAL ATTANMENT OF NIRVANA, OUT OF COMPASSION FOR SUFFERING BEINGS, IN
ORDER THAT THEY MAY ASSIST OTHERS TO ACHIEVE LIBERATION.



