Finch & C°

VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A JUVENILE BLACK ALLIGATOR

AVICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF AJUVENILE BLACK ALLIGATOR
‘ALLIGATOR MISSISSIPPIENSIS’
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 80CMLONG — 31%2INS LONG

LITERATURE

ONCE WIDELY HUNTED FOR ITS SKIN, THE BLACK AVERICAN ALLIGATOR BECAVE SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED IN THE
1950’S, BUT UNDER LEGAL PROTECTION HAS STAGED ASTRONG RECOVERY. IT IS ALARGE, UP TO 5 METRES LONG,
POWERFUL REPTILE, WHICH FEEDS IN OR NEAR FRESH WATER TAKING ANIMALS OF ALL KINDS INCLUDING BIRDS,
SNATCHED FROM LOW BRANCHES. DURING THE BREEDING SEASON THE MALES ROAR TO ATTRACT FEMALES AND
MATING TAKES PLACE UNDERWATER. EACH FEMALE LAYS 25 TO 60 EGGS IN AN ENORMOUS NEST MADE OF VEGETATION
AND MUD, DIGGING IT OPEN WHEN SHE HEARS THE CALLS OF THE HATCHING YOUNG. SHE MAY STAY WITH HER BROOD
PROTECTING THEMFOR AS LONG AS 3 YEARS.



