Finch & C°

SAILOR'S NAI VE OIL ON CANVAS SAIL CLOTH OF A THREE MASTED WHALER IN FULL SAIL

ASAILOR'S NA|VE OIL ON CANVAS SAIL CLOTH OF ATHREE MASTED WHALER IN FULL SAIL OFF THE COAST OF
NEWFOUNDLAND
FLYING AN AVERICAN FLAG AMIDST ASCHOOL OF SPOUTING SPERMWHALES. THREE WHALING BOATS EACH WITH SIX
MEN IN THE FOREGROUND
MD TO LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 33CMHIGH, 46CMWIDE — 13 INS HIGH, 18 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THESE SMALL SAILOR’S MARINE STUDIES PAINTED ON SAILCLOTH WERE ONCE INTENDED TO GO INSIDE THE LID OF A
SEAVAN'S CHEST. TRADITION PRESCRIBED THAT INSIDE THE LID OF THE TRUNK THERE SHOULD BE APICTURE OF A
SHIP, BUT BRUSHES AND OIL PAINT WERE NOT AS EASILY MANAGED AS SCRIMSHAW AND CARMING BY THE CRUDE AND
CHAPPED HANDS OF THE MARINER. THE BRUSHES WERE COARSE AND THE TYPICAL LIMTED PALETTE OF FOUR OR FIVE
PRIMARY COLOURS DICTATED ANECESSARY NAI VETY OF STYLE. THE IMPORTANT OBJECT WAS TO DEPICT THE SALLS
SWELLING IN THE WIND, TOPUT IN ALL THE DETALS OF THE HULL, AND FOR THE WHALER TO SHOW THE HUNT.
WITH NO THIN BRUSH, THE RIGGING WAS OFTEN DRAVWN IN PENCIL WITH ARULER AND THEN CRUDELY FILLED IN MORE
OR LESS WITH BLACK OIL PANT WITH ASPLIT REED OR NAIL. THE CANVAS HAD THE DISADVANTAGE OF COCKLING WHEN
THE PAINT DRIED SO THEY WOULD BE QUICKLY NAILED TO THE LID OF THE CHEST OR TO AMOUNT. OFTEN THE SAILORS’
HEIRS WOULD BREAK UP THE OLD SEACHESTS, BUT SAVE THE PAINTINGS WHICH ONCE LIVED INSIDE THE LIDS AND TRY
TO PRESERVE THEMAS BEST THEY COULD.



