
FRENCH DIEPPE UNUSUAL CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF AN APOTHECARY
A FRENCH DIEPPE UNUSUAL CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF AN APOTHECARY HOLDING A MORTAR AND PESTLE MOUNTED ON

A BOXWOOD BASE WITH GILDING TO THE MORTAR, COAT BUTTONS AND SHOE BUCKLES
THE IVORY BASE SIGNED ‘MIGEON’

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18.5CM HIGH – 7¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE 19TH CENTURY FRENCH DIEPPE DYNASTIES OF IVORY WORKERS PROVIDED CONTINUITY IN THE ART, WHICH IS
PARALLELED ONLY IN ERBACH IN GERMANY. THE DIEPPOIS WERE MASTERS OF CARVING SHIP MODELS, FLOWERS OF ALL
SORTS; THE ‘FLEURISTES’, STATUETTES OF TRADES AND BEGGARS, PORTRAITS OF ROYALTY, FIGURINES OF HISTORICAL

CHARACTERS AND POPULAR RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS. FAMILY SECRETS, ESPECIALLY THOSE CONCERNING DETAILED
MEASUREMENTS FOR SPECIAL WORKS AND COMMISSIONS SUCH AS CRUCIFIXES, WERE CONSERVED FROM ONE

GENERATION TO ANOTHER. A MASTER IVORY WORKER COULD OWN AND BEQUEATH A PRIVATE COLLECTION OF OLD
MASTER CARVINGS OR BOOKS ON IVORY, WHICH WERE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE CONTINUATION OF THE OUTPUT
OF A FINE WORKSHOP. THE MASTER-PUPIL RELATIONSHIP ALSO SUPPLEMENTED AND EXTENDED THE FAMILY NETWORK.

HOWEVER, BY 1900 THERE WERE BARELY FORTY CARVERS LEFT IN DIEPPE AND ALL OF THE FORMERLY NUMEROUS
TURNERS HAD DISAPPEARED.

 


