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AN AMUSING PAIR OF FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY CARICATURES OF NAPOLEON AND TALLEYRAND

NAPOLEON WEARING A TILTING COCKED HAT WITH THE SMALL FIGURE OF A COSSACK TO ONE SIDE ENTITLED ‘MOSKAU’
AND A PRUSSIAN SOLDIER TO THE OTHER ENTITLED ‘LEIPZIG’, NAPOLEON CRYING WHILST HOLDING HIS BOTTOM

TALLEYRAND THE BISHOP OF AUTUN DRESSED IN A MONK’S HABIT CARRYING A BASKET OF FRUIT ON HIS BACK, THE LID
OPENING TO REVEAL A BARE BREASTED YOUNG WOMAN

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13CM HIGH – 5 INS HIGH (NAPOLEON) / 10.5CM HIGH – 4¼ INS HIGH (TALLEYRAND)

 
LITERATURE

TALLEYRAND WAS AN APOSTATE BISHOP, DIPLOMATIST AND INTRIGUER KNOWN FOR HIS AMOROUS LIAISONS. IN
ROYALIST CLUBS HE WAS KNOWN SIMPLY AS ‘LE SCÉLÉRAT’, THE VILLAIN. HE WAS A SUPPORTER OF THE REVOLUTION’S

CIVIL CONSTITUTION OF THE CLERGY, WHICH ISOLATED HIM AMONG THE EPISCOPAL DEPUTIES. OTHER PRELATES
SHUNNED HIS COMPANY AS HE BECAME THE REVOLUTIONARY’S ‘PET’ BISHOP. ON 14TH JULY 1790 HE CELEBRATED AN

OPEN-AIR MASS TO COMMEMORATE THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL OF THE BASTILLE AND WORE A COPE IN
PATRIOTIC RED, WHITE AND BLUE.

ALTHOUGH NAPOLEON CONSOLIDATED MANY OF THE REVOLUTION’S ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDING ECONOMIC REFORMS
AND THE ABOLITION OF FEUDALISM, MUCH OF WHAT WAS MOST DISTINCTIVE AND SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THOSE YEARS

PERISHED AT HIS HANDS. THE RIGHTS OF MAN WERE TURNED ON THEIR HEAD AS DISCIPLINE, HIERARCHY AND
AUTHORITARIANISM REPLACED THE REVOLUTIONARY DEVICE OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY. UNDER HIS RULE

FRANCE PASSED INTO THE HANDS OF AN AUTOCRAT WITH FAR MORE ABSOLUTE POWER THAN LOUIS XVI HAD EVER
ENJOYED.

 


