
CHINESE NEPHRITE CYLINDRICAL BRUSH POT ‘BITONG’
A CHINESE NEPHRITE CYLINDRICAL BRUSH POT ‘BITONG’

THE STONE CLEVERLY TURNED TO REVEAL A FANTASTIC ROCKY MOUNTAINOUS LANDSCAPE. THE TRANSLUCENT BLUE
GREEN NEPHRITE SPLASHED WITH BROWN AND BLACK SPECKLES

A SCHOLAR’S OBJECT
QING DYNASTY 17TH – 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 13CM HIGH, 8.5CM DIA. – 5 INS HIGH, 3¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH UTILITARIAN AND HUMBLE IN ORIGIN IT WAS THE ‘FOUR TREASURES’ OF THE SCHOLARS STUDY; THE WRITING
BRUSH, INK-STONE, INK-STICK AND PAPER WHICH DISTINGUISHED THE SCHOLAR FROM THE COMMON TRADESMAN AND
ENABLED HIM TO PURSUE A CAREER WHICH BROUGHT HIM SOCIAL AND FINANCIAL STATUS. THUS, THE OBJECTS OF THE

SCHOLARS STUDIO CAME TO BE TREATED WITH GREAT REVERENCE AND ALL THE RELATED PARAPHERNALIA FOR
WRITING OR PAINTING SUCH AS BRUSH RESTS, BRUSH POTS, WATER DROPPERS AND SCROLL WEIGHTS ALL BECAME
WORKS OF ART. INDEED, PRODUCTION OF THESE ITEMS EVENTUALLY REACHED SUCH A HIGH LEVEL OF REFINEMENT

THAT THEIR SELECTION FOR USE BECAME A MATTER OF CONNOISSEURSHIP.

 


