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CASED COLLECTION OF FORTY AUSTRALIAN BIRDS OF THE PARROT FAMILY ‘PSITTACIFORMES’

ASUPERB AND RARE CASED COLLECTION OF FORTY AUSTRALIAN BIRDS OF THE PARROT FAMLY ‘PSITTACIFORMES'
INCLUDING COCKATOOS, LORIKEETS AND PARAKEETS BY THE TAXDERMST T.M WILLIAMS. AN OLD LABEL TO THE INSIDE
READING “T.M WILLIAMS 155 OXFORD ST. NEARLY FACING BOND ST. ARTIST. 8 YEARS AT THE ZOOLOGICAL GALLERY
THOMAS MUTLOW WILLIAVIS EMPLOYED HENRY WARD, FATHER OF ROWLAND WARD, AS HIS ‘CHIEF ARTIST IN TAXDERMY
AND WAS ONE OF 12 BRITISH TAXDERMSTS TO EXHIBIT AT THE GREAT EXHIBITION OF 1851. HE IS LISTED IN TRADE
DIRECTORIES AS BEING AT 155 OXFORD STREET FROM 1845-56
CIRCA1845-1856
SIZE: 112CMHIGH, 37CMDEEP, 80CMWIDE — 44 INS HIGH, 14%2INS DEEP, 31%2INS WIDE

LITERATURE

INTEREST IN THE DIFFERENT SPECIES OF THESE BRIGHTLY COLOURED BIRDS, WHICH WERE CONSIDERED MAGICAL
AND WERE VENERATED AS DIMNE MESSENGERS IN ANCIENT CULTURES, DATES BACK TO AT LEAST 400BC. PARROTS AT
THAT TIME WERE DESCRIBED AS BEING RAISED AT THE PERSIAN COURT AND TRAINED TO SPEAK DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES. THE CIMLISATIONS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN AND THE ANCIENT EMPIRES OF CENTRAL AND SOUTH
AVERICASHARED ACOMMON INTEREST IN THE ASTONISHING ABILITIES OF PARROTS. AFTER THE ASIAN CONQUESTS OF
ALEXANDER THE GREAT (356-323BC), THE SPREAD OF INDIAN PARAKEETS BEGAN ACROSS ANCIENT GREECE AND
BEYOND. PLINY THE ELDER (AD23-79) WRITES OF BOTH THE INDIAN AND AFRICAN PARROTS KNOVWWN AT THAT TIME AND
RECOUNTS THE HARSH METHODS USED BY PROFESSIONAL TRAINERS TO TEACH THEMHOW TO SPEAK AND SING IN
THEIR PATRICIAN MASTER'S HOMES. THE HIGH CRIES OF PARAKEETS WOULD ECHO IN THE IMPERIAL PALACES ‘AVE
CAESAR’! HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER PARROTS AND PARAKEETS COULD EASILY COST MORE THAN AYOUNG STRONG SLAVE.
THEY WERE KEPT IN PRECIOUS CAGES INLAD IN IVORY AND MOTHER OF PEARL AND WOULD BE INDUCED TO MAKE AND
REPRODUCE IN CAPTIMTY.

FROMTHE MIDDLE AGES TO THE RENAISSANCE PARROTS ARE OFTEN ASSOCIATED IN PAINTINGS WITH THE IRGIN MARY



AND THE CHRIST CHILD, AND THOSE SPECIES IMPORTED INTO EUROPE BY MERCHANTS AND TRAVELLERS BECAVE ONE
OF THE MOST PRMLEGED PREMONITORY SYMBOLS OF CHRIST' S PASSION. NUMEROUS LEGENDS RECOUNT STORIES OF
TALKING PARROTS RAISED AT THE COURTS OF PRINCES AND CARDINALS ABLE TO RECITE PRAYERS, PREDICT IMMINENT
PERIL AND REVEAL THE DECEIT OF LIONS TO THEIR MASTERS. HENRY VIl OWNED ONE SUCH PARROT, AFAMOUS
AFRICAN GREY.

RARE AND COSTLY OBJECTS OF ARISTOCRATIC COLLECTORS ACROSS EUROPE, SYMBOLS OF SACRED MEDITATION OR
EXOTIC LUST AND SENSUAL LOVE, PARROTS WERE FAITHFULLY DEPICTED ALONGSIDE THEIR MASTERS IN HIGHLY
SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS. BUT BY THE END OF THE 16TH CENTURY PARROTS GRADUALLY LOST THEIR SACRED
CONNOTATIONS AND WERE SLOWLY TRANSFORMED INTO THE RARE AND FASCINATING TROPHIES OF THE FINEST AND
MOST PRECIOUS NATURALIST COLLECTIONS. AT THE DAVWN OF ORNITHOLOGICAL SCIENCE PARROTS WERE THE
PASSIONATE SUBJECTS OF NEW COMPARATIVE SCIENCE.

NO OTHER AVIAN GROUP HAS CONTRIBUTED SO MANY SPECIES AS COMPANIONS TO MAN. PARROTS’ INTELLIGENCE,
AFFECTIONATE DISPOSITIONS, PROMOTED BY THEIR COMMUNAL LIMNG IN THE WILD, AND THEIR ABILITY TO IMTATE
HUMAN SPEECH HAS MADE THEM VALUED DOMESTIC COMPANIONS. LARGE PARROTS CAN BE VERY LONG LIVED AND
COCKATOOS CAN LIVE UP TO 120 YEARS. AS LATE AS 2002 AN OLD PARROT THAT ONCE BELONGED TO WINSTON
CHURCHILL STILL KNEW AND IMTATED THAT CURSES THE GREAT MAN UTTERED IN THE 1940°S.

APART LIST OF THE FORTY CASED AUSTRALIAN BIRDS BY T.M. WILLIAMVS
1.

AFINE SPECIMEN OF LEADBEATER'S COCKATOO ‘COCATUA LEADBEATERI" WITH AFULL AND LARGE VIMID SALMON PINK
AND WHITE CREST. ALSO KNOWN AS MAJOR MITCHELL'S COCKATOO IN AUSTRALIA
2.

ASPECIMEN OF SWAINSON'S BLUE MOUNTAIN LORIKEET ‘TRICHOGLOSSUS HAEMATODUS MOLOCCANUS' ALSO KNOWN
AS THE RAINBOW LORIKEET
3.

ASPECIMEN OF THE RED COLLARED LORIKEET ‘TRICHOGLOSSUS HAEMATODUS RUBRITORQUIS' FROMNORTHERN
AUSTRALIASOMETIMES CALLED THE ORANGE NAPED LORIKEET
4.

ASPECIMEN OF THE RED CROVWNED OR VARIED LORIKEET ‘“TRICHOGLOSSUS VERSICOLOR' FROMNORTHERN
AUSTRALIA
5.

ASPECIVEN OF THE MUSK LORIKEET ‘GLOSSOPSITTACONCINNA ANATIVE OF EASTERN AND SOUTHEASTERN
AUSTRALIA TASMANIAAND KANGAROO ISLAND
6.

ASPECIMEN OF THE PURPLE CROWNED LORIKEET ‘GLOSSOPSITTA PORPHYROCEPHALA FROMSOUTHERN AUSTRALIA
7.

ASPECIMEN OF THE LITTLE LORIKEET ‘GLOSSOPSITTAPUSILLA FROM TASMANIA AND SOUTHEASTERN AUSTRALIA
8.

ASPECIMEN OF MARSHALL’S LORILET ‘OPOPSITTADIOPHTALMA ARUENSIS' FROMNORTHERN QUEENSLAND
9.

ASPECIMEN OF THE BLUE FACED LORILET ‘OPOPSITTA DIOPHTHALMA MACLEAYANA' SOMVETIMES KNOWN AS
LEADBEATER'S LORILET ALSO FROMNORTHERN QUEENSLAND
10.

ASPECIVEN OF THE RED FACED LORILET ‘OPOPSITTA DIOPHTHALMA COXENI" NATIVE TO SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND AND
NORTHERN NEW SOUTH WALES
11.

ASPECIMEN OF THE SWIFT PARAKEET ‘LATHAMUS DISCOLOR’ ALSO KNOWN AS THE SWIFT LORIKEET NATIVE TO
SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND
12.

ASPECIVEN OF THE AUSTRALIAN BARRABAND PARAKEET ‘POLYTELIS SWAINSONII' ALSO KNOWN AS THE SUPERB
PARROT
13.

ASPECIMEN OF THE ROCK PEBBLER PARAKEET ‘POLYTELIS ANTHOPEPLUS' FROM SOUTHERN AUSTRALIA



14.
ASPECIMEN OF THE YELLOW COSELLA ‘PLATYCERUS FLAVEOLUS' FOUND IN THE MURRAY RIVER AREA OF SOUTHERN
AUSTRALIA
15.
ASPECIMVEN OF THE STANLEY OR WESTERN ROSSELLA ‘PLATYCERUS ICTEROTIS’ ARARE BIRD FROM SOUTHWESTERN
AUSTRALIA
16.
ASPECIMEN OF THE BLUE ROSELLA ‘PLATYCERUS VENUSTUS’ FROMTHE NORTHERN TERRITORY AND MELMLLE ISLAND
17.
ASPECIMVEN OF THE AUSTRALIAN GRASS PARAKEET ‘MELOPSITTACUS UNDULATUS’ ALSO KNOWN AS THE BUDGERIGAR,
NOW THE MOST POPULAR PET BIRD IN THE WORLD



