
AN OTTOMAN TURKISH INTARSIA HAND MIRROR DECORATED WITH A GEOMETRIC DESIGN RADIATING FROM A CENTRAL STAR
AN OTTOMAN TURKISH INTARSIA HAND MIRROR DECORATED WITH A GEOMETRIC DESIGN RADIATING FROM A CENTRAL

STAR 
THE WALNUT INLAID WITH TORTOISESHELL MOTHER-OF-PEARL AND GREEN STAINED IVORY, THE RIM VENEERED WITH

EBONY AND MOTHER-OF-PEARL, ORIGINAL SILVERED GLASS MIRROR PLATE INTACT
17TH / 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 34CM HIGH, 21.5CM DIA. 1.5CM DEEP – 13¼ INS HIGH, 8½ INS DIA. ½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THERE WAS A BELIEF IN THE MUSLIM NEAR EAST THAT MIRRORS HAD TALISMANIC ASSOCIATION. THEY WERE A
POTENTIALLY UTILITARIAN OBJECT THAT BRIDGED THE ORDINARY WITH THE EXTRAORDINARY. THIS HAD PROBABLY

DEVELOPED IN RESPONSE TO LEGENDS ASSOCIATED WITH RELIGIOUS AND POWERFUL FIGURES. FOR EXAMPLE: ADAM,
SOLOMON AND ALEXANDER THE GREAT, KNOWN AS ISKANDAR REPUTEDLY POSSESSED TALISMANIC MIRRORS WITH
MAGICAL POWERS THAT COULD SHOW THE FUTURE AND PROVIDED THEIR OWNERS WITH SECRET KNOWLEDGE. AS

INSTRUMENTS OF REFLECTION MIRRORS BECAME CONCEPTUALISED IN A MYSTICAL FRAMEWORK ELICITING A VISION OF
THE WORLD AND OF THE SELF.

 


