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LITERATURE

MANY ANCIENT EGYPTIAN GODS WERE CONCEIVED WHOLLY OR PARTLY IN ANIMAL FORM, AND EACH GOD AND GODDESS
OF HUMAN FORM ALSO HELD A PARTICULAR ANIMAL SACRED, AND THE MEMBERS OF THAT SPECIES WERE REGARDED AS
MANIFESTATIONS OF THAT DEITY. THE GREEK HISTORIAN HERODOTUS SAID THAT 'AMONG THE EGYPTIANS ALL ANIMALS

BOTH WILD AND TAME ARE WITHOUT EXCEPTION HELD TO BE SACRED.' HE NOTED THAT THE PENALTY FOR
DELIBERATELY KILLING A SACRED ANIMAL WAS DEATH, AND EVEN AN ACCIDENTAL CASUALTY MET WITH WHATEVER

PUNISHMENT THE PRIESTS SAW FIT.
THE GOD HORUS WAS USUALLY DEPICTED AS A FALCON OR AS A MAN WITH THE HEAD OF A FALCON. HE WAS THE GOD OF

THE SKY AND THE EMBODIMENT OF DIVINE KINGSHIP PROTECTING THE REIGNING PHARAOH.

 


